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shining then, 
In he $ that know the meaning 


Of » good will to men. % 
But er will be brightest aber 
And all its radiance‘pour 


Where Jesus reigns forever 
And night shall be no more. 


ye 
"A Little Child Shall. Lead” 


Countless times little children have 
led grown people straight to God. The 
Christmas lesson in this week’s issue of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Tomes, .and the popu- 


lar department “The Illustration: Round’ 


Table” contributed by Tues. readers, 
bring together several beautiful incidents 


of the Heavenward leading of older 


people by little children, The Golden 
Text is the oft-quoted verse, “A little 
child. shall lead: them,” and it.was used 
with. many of the illustrations submit- 
ted, but the. Editor has substituted other 
verses from this lesson, For it may be 
well to call attention to the fact that 
those words in Isaiah 11:6 have no con- 
nection with the spiritual leadership of 
little children. The Isaiah chapter: gives 
a wonderful picture of conditions. that 
shall prevail on this earth after Christ’s 
Second Coming and the establishing of 
his Kingdom by his personal reign; the 
groaning and travailing in pain of the 
whole creation (Rom. 8:22) ‘shall be 
ended then; the bloodthirsty nature of 
wild beasts shall be miraculously 
changed; “the wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the-leopard shall lie down 
with the kid; and the calf and: the young 
lion and the fatling together; and a little 
child. shall lead them.” It‘ is ‘evident 
that the Holy Spirit was not speaking 
of spiritual matters in that passage, but 
of the changed face of creation and the 
changed nature of literal wild beasts. 
Should we not remember this, in. the 
interests of quoting the Word of God 
accurately? 


R. ARNO C. GAEBELEIN has 
pointed out that God’s hand can 
be seen in the prophetic confer- 

ences of the past twenty-five years. As 
he has. written in. the November Moody 
Monthly, and as he stated in one of his 
addresses in the recent International 
Prophetic, Conference in New York City, 
they bear evidence that they were given 


by God as a witness and warning.to the ~ 


Church of Christ and also to the world. 

Twenty-five years ago the writer at- 
tended his first prophetic conference. It 
took place in the old Moody Church of 
Chicago. Memories of many of God’s 
servants who have since been called 
Home— Dr. James M. Gray, C. I. Sco- 
field, L. W. Munhail, W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, Charles A. Blanchard, and 
others —come to one in thinking of the 
faithful witness-they bore and the revo- 
lutionary changes wrought in the atti- 
tude of some toward prophetic truth. 





Elijah's Secret of Victory 


Simply trusting God is the secret of 
the victorious life. But we cannot trust 
God unless we are fully surrendered ‘to 
Christ as Lord as well as Saviour. That 
was the secret of Elijah’s victory when 
he faced. the powerfully wicked king 


Ahab and 450 false prophets of Baal, and 
then looked to God rk a stupen- 
dous miracle by se fire from 
Heaven to burn the’sacrifi.e of a bullock 
on an altar drenched d surrounded 


with water. As Elijah stood there and 
prayed, were his knees trembling and 
his thoughts running riot lest the miracle 
would not work? Elijah had no such 
fears. He stood on Mount Carmel with 
no misgivings. He had not spoken pre- 
sumptuously or out of turn. He had not 
stepped beyond God’s Word. He had not 
faltered behind the Lord’s leading: ._He 
did not attempt.to do unnecessary works, 
mor did he give incomplete obedience. 
In his brief but very wonderful prayer 
he spoke one sentence that is the secret 
of it all: “I have done ALL these things 
at thy word” (1 Kings 18:36). If we use 
Elijah’s secret, his God will win miracu- 
lous victories through us today. 


% 


‘The Intemational Prophetic Conference 


The Chicago Tribune at that time made 
light of Dr. Scofield’s warning that the 
world was on the verge of a catastro- 
phie war which might break out at any 
time. That was in February, 1914, and 
optimism covered the sih-ridden -inter- 
national situation with the rose water 
of shallow confidence. _But the Lord 
knew what was about to happen. 

Equally impressive was the propheticg 
conference held in New York in 
spring of 1918. The Lord knew the 
was about to end and that: the Chur 
needed its warnings and counsels. Hi: 
these been received by the Church, the 
fiasco of the Interchurch World Move- 
ment would never have oceurred,° It 
may he interpolated that few of the be- 
guiled . denominations have recovered 
from this futile attempt to:‘set up a man- 
invented “Kingdom of God” in the 
world. 

Another unique providence of God 
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was manifest in the arrangement for 
the International Prophetic Conference 
just held, November 5-12, in New York 
City. As Dr. Will H. Houghton, Presi- 
dent of the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, which sponsored the Conference, 
stated in his introductory message at 
Calvary Baptist Church on the morning 
of the opening day, the arrangements 
were begun a year ago, It was, there- 
fore, long before the present war began 
that plans were made for this Confer- 
once, Yet it is significant that it should 
be held so shortly after the new war 
has started. There is abundant evidence 
in this for every devout believer that 
God is calling his people to a restudy 
of his prophetic Word. Dr. Houghton’s 
words speak facts: 

"The attention of Christians is being 
directed to what God’s Word has to say 
. regarding the trends in modern history. 
The Word of God has not changed its 
position, nor have those who believe it 
any need to flounder in uncertainty. 
There is ‘need in this hour to teach 
the Bible anew to professing Christians, 
as also there is need on the part of the 
Church to bear a testimony to suffering 
Israel, There is need to awaken Chris- 
tians to their responsibilities in view 
of the return of Christ. God has a plan 
for this age, more enduring and per- 
manent than all the plans of men.” 

















A Correction by Dr. Bauman 


I have just read the editorial of Dr. 
Bauman in Tue Sunpay Scuoot Troves for 


November 11. I do believe that God is 
overruling in the affairs of the nations, 
and that the line-up of the nations is be- 
ing worked out according to the prvive 
program. However, I cannot understand 
why Dr. Bauman should link the names 
of Neville Chamberlain and Edouard Dala- 
dier with those of Stalin, Hitler, and Mus- 
solini as being in a “fight against God and 
his people.” It seems to me that no one 
could have exercised more forbearance 
and patience, or have gone to further 
limits in the effort to maintain peace, 
than Chamberlain did. 

If by “his people” Dr. Bauman refers 
to the Jews, then it is difficult to reason 
out why he should link Britain with such 
Jew-persecuting nations as Russia and 

» especially in the light of the 


Germany. 
fact that. Britain has defended the Jews - 


as much as any nation.—A British Colum- 
bia pastor. 


It is a bit of a shock to us over here 
to. have Mr. Neville ‘Chamberlain linked 
up with Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin 
as Dr. Bauman has done in his statement 
in the Tres of November 11. “Any and 
every attempt on their part to fight against 
God and his people has only succeeded in 
bringing to pass that which the Lord of 
Hosts lorig ago decreed.” Would the good 
doctor make clear to us what we are to 
take from this statement? 

Praising God for nearly twenty years 
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There. was abundant evidence that 
God’s people were interested in the Pro- 
phetic Conference, In spite of a deluge 
of rain, driven by winds of high velocity, 
a great company of people assembled 
in Mecca Temple for the first Sunday 
afternoon session. It was a_ sifted 
assemblage undoubtedly, for the fel- 
lowship was united and keen interest 
was manifested by all in attendance. 
From the opening moment on through 
the well-filled days of a busy week, 
large audiences thronged Calvary Bap- 
tist Church and Mecca Temple, where 
the meetings were held. 

It was a proof of consecrated interest 
that, although the sessions began at ten 
o’clock each weekday morning and con- 
tinued until about ten o’clock at night, 
with intermissions only for lunch and 
supper, the audiences never lacked in 
numbers but steadily increased. Thirty- 
one Bible. teachers, representing the 
United States, Canada, Wales, England, 
and Australia, spoke in the forty-eight 
sessions of the Conference... Eight young 
men from the student body of the Moody 
Bible Institute formed the octet led by 
Prof. T. J. Bittikofer, who directed the 
Conference music. The details of the 
meetings were admirably arranged by 
the Rev. C. B. Nordland. A New York 
Committee of One Hundred, under the 


(Continued on page 893) 











with the Tres, and with every good wish, 

—An Ontario pastor. 

The Editor is exceedingly grateful to 
these readers, and a few other Canadian 
readers, for calling attention to a most 
regrettable ambiguity that occurred in 
the opening paragraph of Dr. Bauman’s 
signed editorial, “Beasts Rage, but God 
Reigns,” which was a preface to the 
widely announced series .of valuable 
articles on “Light from Bible Prophecy 
on the European War and Its Results” 
which began in the Trmes of November 
25, the third article being in this week’s 
issue. For the Editor is glad of this 
opportunity of assuring readers in Can- 
ada, in Great Britain, and in the United 
States and the many other countries to 


-which the Tres goes each week, that 


Dr. Bauman ngver intended to say that 
Prime Minister Chamberlain and Presi- 
dent Daladier were “fighting against God 
and his people.” He did say. that all 
five rulers involved in the present Tu- 
ropean War are carrying out the de- 
clared purposes and decrées of a 

the statement that they were ting 
“against God and his people” was in- 
tended to refer only to the three mur- 
derous. dictators. The Editor cf Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Tres: blames himself, 
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and, expresses deep regret, that he did 
not notice and correct the ambiguous 
statement in the opening of Dr. Bau- 
man’s valuable article. After receiving 
the letters of deserved criticism and 
righteous protest from a few readers, 
the Editor wrote Dr. Bauman as follows, 
in part: 

May I own up to you that I fear I was 
editorially a bit “asleep at the switch” in 
connection with a statement at the begin- 
ning of your fine editorial, “Beasts Rage, 
but God Reigns.” We have had three or 
four letters about it from readers express- 
‘ing their concern at the statement, and I 
am inclined to think you will agree with 
them, and that probably the statement as 
it reads was not intended by you to con- 
vey the impression that it has conveyed. 
I had read your article most carefully 
and critically, and take entirely to 
bi blame for having overlooked the state- 

ent that has troubled these good readers 
of ours. 


/ A prompt and hearty -disavowal of 


that ambiguous statement has come from 
Dr. Bauman, who writes as follows: 


The Editor has kindly called my atten- 
tion to this and has said that he was 
“asleep at.the switch” or he would not 
have overlooked that statement. I have 
written him that if he was “asleep at the 
switch,” then I must have been chloro- 
formed! For I certainly did not mean to 
leave the impression that Chamberlain 
and Daladier were fighting against God 
and his people. Yet that is exactly what 
I wrote! : 

The first paragraph of my article, after 
naming Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, Cham- 
berlain, and Daladier,— “the five men 
who, humanly speaking, hold the fate of 
Europe, if not the world, in their hands,” 
—went on to say: “Any and every 
attempt .on their part to fight against 
God and his people has only succeeded 
in bringing to pass that which the Lord 
of Hosts long ago decreed.” 

I certainly should have made clear 
that in this statement the names of 
Chamberlain. and Daladier must be 
dropped from: the list. Stalin, Musso- 
lini, and Hitler have made no secret:in 
the matter of their fight against God. 
Indeed, Stalin and Hitler glory in that 
very fact. Mussolini, however, veils his 
words a bit more than Stalin and Hitler. 
But we cannot think of Chamberlain and 
Daladier in the present European strug- 
gle as being in a fight against’ God. 
Rather, they are fighting against the 
three greatest enemies of God that mod- 
ern times have known.. My sympathies 
are wholly with Chamberlain and Dala- 
dier in the present hour, so far as their 
political status is concerned. Every sym- 
pathy that I have is in the fight that 
they are making against the three un- 
godly, Devil-inspired Dictators. And if 
the cause for ‘which Chamberlain and 
Daladier are contending shall fail, then 
assuredly the only hope of this. world 
is in the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and in the judgment he shall bring. Be- 


yond that judgment will lie a better day. . 


Louis S. Bauman. 
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Why Retsia Broke with Britain and Joined Geimany.. - 


The union between two opposing forces that 
astounded the world 


By Louis S. Baviiui’ ew NL. 
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world forward to a destiny fixed 

within the eternal purposes of 
God, with a speed that bewilders and 
dazzles the mind of man. The divine 
plan of God is the same as it was when 
first declared by God through his 
prophets from two to three millenniums 
ago— unchanged and unchangeable. But 
the events that are fulfilling God’s pur- 
poses rush upon each other’s heels so 
fast that they are almost staie before 
they can be rushed into print. It was 
only one week ago that I sent to the 
Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times an 
article dealing with the resurrection of 
the. Roman Empire. As I sit down to 
write, I wish that I could have that 
article back to bring it up to date! 


Preparing for a Revived Empire 


One week ago, I set forth for these 
pages that the present Dictator of the 
Roman Empire (a post now held by 
Benito Mussolini) would forsake Adolf 
Hitler, and ignore his solemn covenant 
in. the formation of the “Rome-Berlin 
Axis,” just as soon as such action would 
' mean the furtherance of his own ambi- 
tious purposes. I set forth that he 
would take a neutral stand in the pres- 
ent. European conflict, until Germany, 
~ England, and France bleed themselves 
white. Then, at a psychological mo- 
ment, he would step in withthe “eight 
million bayonets” of which he loudly 
boasts; and, on the plea that it will be 
the only way to “save civilization” from 
a new series of invasions like those 
under Genghiz Khan and Timour 
(Tamerlane) —invasions when “the 
King of the North” shall mobilize a 
possible seventeen millions of savage, 
semi-civilized Bolshevists — he will pro- 
pose the recreation of the old Roman 
Empire. As we have seen, this empire 
will be recreated in all of its ancient 
power through ten kings, reigning within 
the boundaries of that ancient empire, 
having “one mind” and giving “their 
power and strength unto the beast” 
(Rev. 17:13). 

Now, no “ten kings” could ever be 
persuaded to surrender their sovereignty 
to any Dictator, yielding to him their 
utmost power and strength, unless they 
had some compelling reason. Gog and 
his allies (Ezek. 38 and 39) will furnish 
that very good and compelling reason. 
It is said that Russia can mobilize seven- 
teen million men within three months. 
The Berlin Vorstoss, needless to say be- 
fore the recent Russo-German pact be- 
eame a fact, declared: “In the teeming 


H wena events are impelling the 


Newsweek for November 27 reports 
the meeting in London on Novem- 
ber 17 of the Allied Supreme War 
Council. Britain and France “agreed 
to pool their resources in the air, in 
munitions, war materials, oil, food, 
shipping, and economic warfare.” 
Later, “all Allied shipping was 
‘placed under British control. In the 
future there loomed measures .. . 
providing a basis for some kind of a 
United States of Europe.” This is 
right in line with Dr. Bauman’s 
statement made last week in the 
Times that a “Rome-Paris-London 
Axis will be more to the point,” — 
than the Rome-Berlin Axis. This 
is. the third article in his series, 
“Light from Bible Prophecy on the 
European War and Its Results.” In 
next week’s issue Dr. Bauman will 
conclude his discussion of the topic 
of the present article with an expo- 
sition of Ezekiel 38 and 39, and the 
series will continue with the fol- 
lowing articles in coming issues: 


Why Italy Must Break with Germany 
and Join Britain 


Why Palestine Will be Coveted by 
the Nations 


Britain’s Break with the . Jews, 
and Italy’s Opportunity 
Why the Final War Must Head Up 
. in Armageddon 


Why the Rapture of the Church 
Must be Very Near 








brain of Stalin are shaped dreams no 


less ambitious than were the longings for 
world sway of an Alexander the Great 
or a Napoleon.” And the truth of those 
words is more evident today than ever 
before. 

The Los Angeles Times this morning 
(Nov. 18, 1939) gives front-page space 
to’a dispatch from Rome, which indi- 
cates that the new Roman Dictator plans 
to do the very thing my article in the 
Tres of December 2 said he would do. 
The dispatch was printed under the 
headline: “Mussolini Orders New Army 
Increases as Soviet Defied.” We read: 

“Premier Mussolini today ordered a 
further increase in the strength of the 
standing army, which the Fascist press 
said is being made as formidable as 
possible so that Italy will be able to ‘say 
THE LAST WORD’ when the time comes to 
make pedce in Europe.” 

Exactly so! And the world certainly 





ought to know by this time what that 
“last word” will be! It has been de- 
clared often enough for nearly a score 
of years: “My ambition is a single one. 


‘. . . Nor would it matter if I lost my 


life, and I should not consider it a 
greater sacrifice than is due. ... Pow- 
erful as in the days of the first Empire 
of Augustus, Rome must again become 
the wonder of the whole world.” “Peace 
in Europe” to come and be maintained 
through the mighty power of a restored 
Roman Empire. I venture to say that 
nothing less than that will be “the last 
word” of “the man on the white horse” 
in Rome. The centralization of the 
armed might of all the Mediterranean 
states into the hands of one man will be 
accepted as the only way out of the ‘in- 
ternational distress. 


Not Enough Room for Two Caesars 

But, those who stand within the coun- 
sels of the God who sees the end from 
the beginning are well aware that 
“when they shall say, Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them” (1 Thess. 5:3). 

This same dispatch out of Rome car- 
ried a warning to Soviet Russia. It was 
printed in the Fascist party newspaper, 


- Regima Fascista, of Cremona. It said: 


“Finland is menaced by Russia, who 
wants to profit from the situation in the 
Baltic and return to the status of im- 
perial times. In this conflict we natu- 
rally sympathize with the small, heroic 
Finnish nation. . . . Finland has e@n- 
tented herself with her legitimate his- 
toric territory.” 

It might be well to inquire of E 
what she thinks of any Italian sympathy 
“for a small, heroic nation.” It is: quite 
evideni the trouble with Benito Mussé- 
lini is that he cannot see how there can 
be sufficient room in Europe for two 
Ceesars both enjoying “the status of im- 
perial times” ! 

Our morning paper tells us that “last 
night” (Nov. 17), bitter attacks wéie 
broadcast from Rome, and were héard 
over Europe, solemnly warning the Rus- 
sian Bear to keep his nose out of the 
Balkan pie, and away from the water 
of the Danube. All this fits perfectly 
into the divine program, setting the stage 
as the prophets declared it would be set 
for the Gentile sunset. I repeat: 
certainly as the Russo-German pact hai 
to come into existence, even so the 
“Rome-Beriin Axis” has to break. 

On August 23, 1939, an event took 
place that surprised and stunned the 
world as no Other event in modern times 
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has done. That event was the signing 
of the hon-aggression pact between Nazi 
Germany and Communist Russia. It was 
signed right at the moment when the 
official representatives of England and 
France were sitting at the door: of 
Stalin’s office, ready and expecting to 
do the signing themselves. 

G. E. R. Gedye, correspondent for the 
New York Times, wired from Moscow 
on September 30: 

“Never in the course of history were 
so many millions metaphorically 
knocked off their feet by a single politi- 
' gal development, as when on the morn- 
ing of August 22 people read in their 
newspapers that Herr. von Ribbentrop, 
German Foreign Minister, was flying to 
Moscow to sign a. non-aggression pact 
between the two opposing worlds of 
Nazism and Communism. It was ‘not 
only the seemingly irreconcilable ideo- 
logical conflict which upset the calcula- 
tions of friends and foes of each country, 
but the fact that Russia had constantly 
taken the lead in resistance to Ger- 
many’s aggression and had vainly de- 
manded international action against her.” 

The New York Times itself said edi- 
torially on October 1: 

“The alliance between Germany and 
Russia is a development that would 
have been thought incredible as late as 
’ two or three months ago, not only by 
the majority ef peoples in other coun- 
tries, but by the overwhelming major- 
ity of Germans and Russians themselves. 
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The first country represented Fascism, 
the second Communism, e2ch in its most 
extreme form. For years each of these 
two systems had been represented as 
the exact antithesis and only formidable 
enemy of the other in what each had 
declared to be a life-and-death struggle. 
. . . Both Stalin and Hitler certainly 
completely distrust: each other, and for 
the very strongest of reasons. ... If army 
circles, as our Berlin correspondent in- 
forms us, ‘frankly declare’ that Germany 
must now ‘prepare for the inevitable dis- 
pute with Soviet Russia that must come 
some day,’ we tmay be sure that the 
opinion is shared by other elements in 
the population.” 

On the same day that the Russo-Ger- 
man pact was signed, Leon Blum, very 
recently Premier of France, said to the 
world: 

“It is difficult to dissimulate my stupe- 
faction! . . . incredib’2z and virtually 
stupefying! One is doubly astonished 
when, one remembers that horror and 
hate of Communism are the feelings by 
which Hitler has endeavored to justify 
ail his recent enterprises.” 

From London came an Associated 
Press dispatch, declaring that the Russo- 
German pact represents “one of the most 
astounding and shocking reversals of 
policy in history,” and that it left all 
the other nations of Europe “stunned.” 

Our own official reaction to this 
hitherto “impossible pact’ was rather 
quaintly told next day (Aug. 24) *by 
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the well-known columnist, Paul Mallon, 
writing from Washington: 

“When a friend phoned a Russian ex- 
pert of this Government the news that 
the Communists had made some kind 
of a marriage settlement with the Nazis, 
he refused to believe it. Next day, after 
reading official announcements of the 
nuptials from Berlin and Moscow, he 
still refused to believe it, but with a 
small cough-laugh that indicated his 
doubt might continue even after the text 
had been made public, and the child 
born, if any. This little minor incident 
is. all revealing of the extent of the 
shock felt on high here.” 

All the world knows that Adolf Hit- 
ler rode into dictatorial power on the 


Communism, which the German people 
believed absolutely necessary if civiliza- 
tion was not to be dissolved! As for 
the Communistic hordes of Russia, Mus- 
solini have they not loved, but Hitler 
have they hated! The very suggestion 
that an alliance would some day be 
formed whereby the German Black Eagle 
and the Russian Bear would roost peace- 
fully together on the same limb was a 
suggestion that could only come from a 
ming ¢f dense ignorance or bereft of 
all reason. It seemed beyond all com- 
prehension that any one or two men 
could arise to power in this advanced 
age, who would cast to the winds their 
principal theses and justifications for the 
leadership of mighty nations, and unite 
their forces in violation of every politi- 
cal tenet for which they ever stood. 
We have taken the space to quote ex- 
tensively here, to show how our God, 
when the time comes for him to move 
onward in the course he indicated by 


' his prophets, laughs at all that men call 


“impossible,” and moves the mightiest 
of kings and dictators, at will. No ideol- 
ogy, no doctrine, no alliance that man 
knows, hinders in the least: the Lord 
God of Israel from fulfilling his eternal 
purpose in Christ. “The Most High God 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and... 
setteth up over it whomsoever he will” 
(Dan, 5:21). And sometimes, in the mys- 
tery of his ways, as today, he chooses 
to set up “over it the basest of men” 
(Dan. 4:17). 

Then: 

“Why do the nations rage, and the peo- 
ples meditate a vain thing? The kings 
of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against Je- 
hovah, and against his anointed, saying, 
Let. us break their bonds asunder, and 
cast away their cords from us. He that 
sitteth in the heavens will laugh: the 
Lord will have them in derision. . ; . 
Now therefore be ye wise, O ye kings: 
be instructed, ye judges of the earth” 
(Psa. 2). 

The unregenerate of this world’s in- 
telligentsia, political experts who con- 
sider their wisdom to exceed that of 
other human beings, have long assured 
us that Germany and Russia could never 


platform demanding the suppression of . 
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march together to battle. But those who 
believe that the wisdom of God is greater 
than all the wisdom of men, have been 
telling us for fifty years past that. when 
the final hour of this age strikes, Ger- 
many (Gomer) will march with Russia 
(Gog) against the Jew in Palestine. 
Therefore, some of us were not “stun- 
ned” in the least when we saw the talon 
of the German Black Eagle, gory with 
the flesh and blood of Israel, reach forth 
to clasp the blood-begrimed paw of the 
Russian Bear. Rather, we rejoiced in 
that we see the day swiftly approaching 
when Satan’s monstrous rule over the 
nations shall come to its predestined 
end. Time ever vindicates the truth of 

Back in 1934, at. the request of some 
friends, I printed a sermon I had 
preached on the subject, “God and Gog.” 
On page 19 of that little booklet is the 
following: 

“Many German editors insist that Ger- 
many can never march with the Bol- 
sheviki. But stranger things than that 
have happened. Strange forces are at 
work these days in a world more af- 
flicted with revolution and devolution 
than with evolution. When the hour 
strikes; Germany will tramp, Hitler. and 
his Fascist brown shirts notwithstand- 
ing, with... Gog!” 

More than that, when the hour strikes, 
as I have always said, the German Black 
Eagle will not fly as a screaming air 
pilot ahead of the old Russian Bear. 
Rather, that Eagle, with wings duly clip- 
ped, will be a tailer, waddling along 
behind the Bear. I was not a prophet 
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in 1934, even as I am_not a prophet now. 
I. simply believe that God’s Word.cannot 
fail, even to its last jot and tittle. I 
shall reserve for the next chapter the 
story of the Russo-German pact as to 
its outcome. In the meantime, I set 
forth once again that there is only. one 
sure reason why the Russian Bear forsook 
all companionship with the British Lion, 
and joined himself in companionship to 
a bird as unclean as himself: “Now all 
this is come to pass, that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet’ (Matt. 1:22) ! 
And, more “incredible and stupefying,” 


‘more “astounding and shocking” events 


are still ahead of us, before “all that 
the prophets have spoken” shall have 
come to pass. But through them all, God 
will remain upon his throne, and his 
true saints have nothing to worry about. 
We can safely leave the future to Him 
who ever careth for His own! 


In Dr. Bauman’s signed editorial in 
the Trmes of Nov. 11, introducing 
his valuable series on “Light from 
Bible Prophecy on the European War 
and Its Results,” a statement was 
made that gave an.entirely incorrect 
impression of Dr. Bauman’s meaning. 
Several readers have been justly 
troubled about this, and the matter 
is set straight on the second page 
of this issue, in Notes on Open Let- 
ters, with statements by Dr. Bauman 
and the Editor. 


Dr. Bauman’s next article will be 
an exposition of Ezekiel 38 and 39, 
in the light of present situations. 














The International Prophetic Caslavence 


| An editorial, continued from the ‘second page 














chairmanship of Dr. Hugh R. Munro, 
sponsored the Conference. 

The testimony of the Conference was 
kept throughout on a high level. Natu- 
rally, there was some overlapping in 
the messages, for the number of speakers 
was so great that it was impossible to 
prevent similarity of theme treatment. 
This, however, turned out for good, since 
the different personalities dealing with 
similar subjects gave a variety which 
increased understanding and confirma- 
tion of truth. 


It was made plain by Dr. Houghton, 


and particularly by Dr. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse in the Sunday afternoon ses- 
sion in Mecca Temple, that the holding 
of a Prophetic Conference at this time 
was not opportunism, fanaticism, or sen- 
sationalism. A great portion of the 
Christian Church is ignorant of what 
the Bible teaches in prophecy. As Dr. 
Barnhouse emphasized, the Bible clearly 
explains to us the trends of our modern 
world. Not that it leads us to set up 


— 


mechanical interpretations, or to set dates 
for Christ’s coming, or to assign con- 
temporary world personalities or events 
as the fulfillment of specific prophecies. 
Such interpretations of prophetic Scrip- 
tures only serve to bring the subject 
into disrepute. Dr. Barnhouse was 
speaking from the text in Amos 3:7, 
“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, 
but he revealeth: his secret unto his 
servants the prophets”; and he made 
plain that God has revealed facts and 
truths to faithful students of the Scrip- 
tures which would be unknown to the 
world. From that point the speaker told 
how the revival of the Roman. Empire, 
the ‘restoration of the Jews to Palestine, 
and the development of the northern 
confederacy of nations in preparation for 
future war upon the restored Roman 
Empire, were some of the trends evi- 
dent in modern world affairs which are 
foretold in Scripture. Events are mov- 
ing in the direction in which the Bible 
says they. will go, but the exact time 
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and point of the terminus we do not 
know. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was made the 
center of all the teaching of the ;Con- 
ference. As Dr. Wilbur M. Smith said 
in his message on the first Sunday eve- 
ning: 

“The Lord Jesus Christ is the center 
of prophecy. God’s promises. concerning 
Jesus were that he was to be Prophet, 
Priest, and King. All Old Testament 
prophets concentrated on the one Person 
yet to come. When our Lord came in 
the flesh he did not point to a coming 
one as the prophets did, but he said, 
‘And I, if I be lifted up . .'., will draw 
all men unto me.’ He did not point to 
another but to himself. The center of 
prophecy and the glory of prophecy is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. After our Lord 
ascended to glory, the Church has never 
looked for another. All of our future 
centers in him—our resurrection, our 
judgment, and our hope.” 

The defense of the Scriptures as the 
inspired Word of God was a leading 
emphasis of the Conference. In support 
of this basic. truth many of the speakers 
referred to pro; hetic Scriptures which 
have already been fulfilled, and then 
turned to God’s prophecies which need 
to be fulfilled. In a strong address on 
the “Resurrected Past Lights Up the 
Bible,” the Rev. T. Christie Innes, .of 
Knox Church, Toronto, showed “how 
archeology supplies the most humiliat- 
ing demonstration of the incredible folly 
to which human intellects can descend 
as long as they are not obedient to 
Christ. For instance, the theory of 
Wellhausen -will not bear the test of 
archeological examination. Sufficent 
evidence is available to convince any 
honest soul that the Word of God has 
been fulfilled as either spoken or writ- 
ten. These guarantees from the past are 
our confidence for the present and our 
hope for the future. ... We owe a 
great debt to the archeologists, whatever 


their own creed and outlook may be, 


for every fact they unearth. No single 
fact yet unearthed demonstrates the 
Bible untrue or incorrect.” 

There must have been great enlighten- 
ment for the Jews present in the meet- 
ings aes different speakers opened up the 
Old Testament prophecies and showed 
the place which Israel ‘is to take in the 
future plans of God. As*they learned 
of the approaching time-of “Jacohb’s trou- 
ble,” the exhortation io believe’ on the 
Lord Jesus Christ now, and to flee from 
the wrath to come, must: have been heard 
with fruitful consequences. é 

In his Wednesday evening address, 
Dr. Ironside spoke on “The Jewish Rem- 
nant in the Last Days.” This seasoned 
Bible. expositor drew attention to the 
fact that God loves to have friends to 
whom he reveals his mind: 

“When Christians state they are not 
interested in prophecy, they are simply 
saying that they are not desirous of 

(Continued on page 897) 














894 * 








A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Decetibe: 9, 1939 





—— 


ieneeiuaeaee 





from all the world fy 





Encouragements and warnings 


has. been showing kindness to 

American, missionaries, and espe- 
cially to those who are engaged in trans- 
lating the Word into Mexican Indian 
dialects. Last May Cameron Townsend, 
a missionary of considerable experience, 
went by his invitation on an extended 
tour through the northern states of 
Mexico. Ten days previously the Gov- 
ernment called on all evangelical trans- 
lators to attend a Linguistic Congress 
in the Escuela Politecnica, The meet- 
ings lasted ten days and were a great 
help to our young missionary translators, 
especially through the advice of an out- 
standing American linguist who had 
been invited to take part in the con- 
ference. 
In July, 288 Christians from the United 
States; who are interested ‘in. bringing 
the Gospel to Mexico, arranged. a picnic 
lunch at Agua Caliente, California. 
Cameron Townsend presided and the 
guests of honor were President Cardenas, 
eight members of his Cabinet, and the 
Governor of Lower. California. 

“From the beginning, a spiritual at- 
mosphere was prevalent. A Mexican 
pastor offered prayer, and 1 Corinthians 
13 was then read. *The guests spoke for 
various groups, — Christian businessmen, 
Christian mothers, Christian workers, — 
and for the Bible and our Saviour. 
President Cardenas entered into the 
* service with hearty. appreciation. All 
present .were impressed with his sin- 
cere interest in. the welfare of his peo- 
ple and in the extension of a spirit of 
good will in his land, so long strife-torn.” 

The President of Mexico has secured 
the abolition of customs duties on im- 
ported Bibles, When will the President 
of the Irish Free State follow the ex- 
ample of Mexico? 


Bible Study in Prisons.—Mrs. Joseph- 
ine A. Wang (1162 N. Coronado St,, Los 
Angeles), who conducts Bible corre- 
spondence courses for prisoners, writes: 
“A revival should start in the heart of 
the chaplain. Early in the year letters 
were sent to 250 chaplains giving an 
account of what is being done through 
our. Bible Correspondence Courses. A 
score or more write that they are in- 
tensely interested and will co-operate. 

“I believe that it is through prayer 
that a special chaplain has been pro- 
vided for Condemned Row, San Quen- 
tin. This chaplain writes me that he 
goes over the Bible lessons carefully 
with each, prisoner and God is blessing 
it, for twelve certificates have been sent 
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to these men alone, during the past six 
months. 

“The. Bible students .in Folsom 
(prison). write me that every night in 
the week they meet together for prayer. 
They ‘have prayer lists and definitely 
pray for souls, A Jew, who has been 
converted only six months, teaches’ a 
Bible class and tells me they are praying 
for a revival in Folsom, Six of these 
men have heard the call to preach the 
Gospel and are putting in seven hours 
a day at Bible study. I am arranging 
with Moody Institute, Chicago, for ad- 
vanced courses that they may have a 
guide in their study. There is also a 
company of young Bible students in 
prison at Jessups, Md., who meet to- 
gether daily for prayer and Bible study. 

“I, have sent courses for these men 
through the Los Angeles Bible Institute. 
One young man, who ‘hopes to be a mis- 


sionary, is doing his seventh course. Am 





Witnesses to Israel 





Before the war began, Mr. Wall- 
net wrote from Prague: “Not. long 
ago the President of the Jewish 
Freemason’s Lodge was baptized 
and his’ whole family. When 
perfectly convinced of the. truth, he 
considered it his duty to bring the 
name of Jesus to the minds and 
hearts of his Jewish Brethren. 
Practically all the members of his 
Freemason’s Lodge have come to 
‘us to learn more about Jesus, anda 
Prague rabbi, also a Lodge member, 
is attending our Bible classes.” 











sending -ten certificates to Honolulu 
Boys’ Prison today. The women’s prisons 
are becoming interested in Bible study 
also. Recently. I sent forty certificates 
to the Women’s Prison in McAllister, 


.Okla., and twenty-one to Rockwell City, 


Towa.” 


“From Philosophy to Revelation,” by 
Professor Edwin Lewis of Drew Semi- 
nary, is perhaps the most remarkable 
of the series that The Christian Cen- 
tury is publishing.on the return move- 
ment to Christ. In this he describes 
his “break with the futilities of mod- 
ernism, and his acceptance of Chiristian- 
ity in its Biblical and hisforical self- 
presentation.” Ten years ago “he came 
to realize with a force that he had never 


“remanence 


By Ernest Gordon 


even remotely felt before, that the Bib- 
lical doctrines of God the Creator and 
God the Redeemer, with all that was 
implied in them, were wholly central to 
Christianity and indispensable to its per- 
petuation, and that they could be held 
to be true only on the: ground that they 
had been revealed.” 

Among other experiences that led him 
back to this position was his rediscovery 
of the Bible. He had assumed ‘co-editor- 
ship with Dr. Eiselen of a one-volume 
commentary. Circumstances led to the 
bulk of the work of revision, proofréad- 
ing and indexing coming on his shoul- 
ders. For three years he lived in the 
Bible and it revolutionized his thinking. 


. “I saw with devastating clarity that 


speculative philosophy could never ac- 
commodate. itself to Christianity. I 
found myself faced with the’ Word of 
God, given, it is true, by slow processes 
through the words of men, but at last 
in Christ made flesh. The Creator ap- 
peared as the Redeemer. He who acted 
in the primal miracle of création acted 
again in the miracle of redemption. I 
saw that this must either be true or not 
true. If it be not true then have we 
nothing but the confusion of naturalism. 
But if it be true, ‘it can be true only as 
something revealed, not as something 
discovered.” 

Strange to say, his break with modern- 
ism was made final and definite by the 
theological chapters of “Re-Thinking 
Missions.” ‘These he saw constituted a 
virtual abandonment of the Christian 
Gospel as presented in the New Testa- 
ment. Then came Dr. Lewis’ “A Chris- 
tian Manifesto,” which differs from his 
early modernist book; “Jesus Christ and 
the Human Quest,” in that, whereas the 
latter was an attempt to graft the Gos- 
pel on a philosophy by mutilating the 
Gospel at many points, the former takes 
the Gospel as it is, “expounding its 
amazing content, especially as concerns 
the personal cost to God of redeeming 
from the blight of sin the world which. 


of his own sovereign will, he had cre- 
ated.” 


Among Portuguese Protestants.—The 
Young People’s Convention of the Portu- 
guese -Baptists was held in Fall River, 
Mass., this year. Attendance large: 
church filled at all sessions. Next year 
it will meet in the Portuguese Baptist 
Church of New Bedford, Mass. The 
Portuguese Baptist Church in Taunton 
expects to dedicate its new church home 
in the near future, Several Portuguese 
churches are planning to start vacation 



































Lesson for December 24 


Bible schools. That in Cambridge had 
a registration of 140 Irish, Italian, Greek, 
and French children. They learned the 
choruses quickly and made good prog- 
ress in Bible study. ‘Two workers from 


the New England. Fellowship led the 


school. 

‘Dr. ‘ Conceicao, coworker with Dr. 
Samuel Rizzo of the Presbyterian Portu- 
guese Church, Newark, N. J., visits the 
Portuguese churches of New England 
this year. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Portugal, and is available for 
summer. evangelistic work. 


The 1938 report of the Indo-China 
Mission of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance is. exceptionally encouraging. 
Mission evangelism among a great vari- 
ety of tribes, Black. Thai, White Thai, 
Khaleus, Muongs, Thos, Chams, Mois, 
and others, is opening up. Students of 
the Bible School at Dalat have. gone 
out, two by two, among the Mois. Their 
lives were threatened by devotees of 
the Python God and by sorcerers, but 
591 jungle folk were saved as a result 
of their testimony. These Mois are 
building meeting places without help 
from the mission. 

Of the general work in Annam the 
Report: says: 

“The Annamese Provinces have expe- 
rienced blessing in abundant measure. 
The number of preaching centers has 
greatly increased, and eleven new 
churches have become self-supporting. 
One thousand and thirteen new converts 
have been baptized, and more than five 
thousand have prayed the penitent’s 
prayer. The church offerings have in- 
creased more than forty per cent, and 
the spiritual life of the Christians is on 
a higher plane. 

“A large factor in bringing about these 
good’ results was the meetings held. by 
Dr. Sung, a Spirit-filled evangelist from 
China, in all three Annamese Districts. 
They were attended by thousands, and 
thousands were at the altar for salva- 
tion, sanctification, healing, and the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Sung 
encouraged the organization of evan- 
gelistic bands in all of the churches, and 
these have been indefatigable in getting 
the Gospel out in their local commu- 
nities.” 

This mission has 95 graded Sunday 
schools, with 5,213 scholars. 


A Sign of the End.—“And when he 
shall -have accomplished to scatter the 
power of the holy people, all these things 
shall be finished” (Dan. 12:7). 

The New Republic in. an article called 
“The Jewish National Army” (Aug. 9) 
makes clear-how,Jewish national power 
is being concentrated again in Palestine, 
in spite of all sorts of. opposition and 
difficulty. This army is organized both 
in Palestine and in the great world out- 
side. More than 5,000 are being drilled 
secretly in the Palestinian hills, but its 
total international number is at least 
100,000. Its symbol is a fist grasping a 
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rifle on a map of Palestine, and it should 
be noted that Palestine includes Trans- 
jordania, as well as Palestine proper. 
The army is active in a vast network 
for the pouring of immigrants from Eu- 
rope into Palestine, and, strange to say, 
in this it had the co-operation (at least 
until recently) of the governments of 
Germany, Poland, Rumania; and Hun- 
gary. Thus it had already smuggled intc 
Palestine 1,500 of the 5,000 Jews ordered 
out of Danzig, and had intended to do 
the same for the rest. A genuine under- 
ground railway gathers these fugitive 
Jews at the Black. Sea and Mediter- 
ranean ports, where they are met by a 
fleet of six vessels flying the Zionist 
flag in addition to numbers of chartered 
tramp steamers. 

“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles until...” (Luke 21:24), One 





Relieving the 
Persecuted 


Walter Craighead writes of im- 
‘prisoned Baptists in Rumania: “A 
blessed ministry is the preparation 
and sending of food, clothing, blan- 
kets, and pillows to our interned 
brethren. The bare floor is their 
bed, and their fare a small bowl of 
thin soup and dark bread and per- 
haps some tea. They can have 
absolutely no reading matter. Bap- 
tists have sent in underclothing, 
blankets, and food. The testimony 
which these Christians are giving is 
of inestimable value. Every one 
who hears of the closed ‘meetings and 
imprisonments is amazed. An in- 
terest is created in this Gospel for 
which people are willing to suffer. 
We expect many new faces in the 
chapels when they reopen. Mem- 
bers have continued to pay rent for 
their closed church halls in number- 
less cases, in the hope of a reopen- 
ing.” 

The latest reports are that per- 
mission has been given by the 
Government to open Baptist meet- 
ing places again. 

















recalis how fifty years ago evangelical 
Christians heard with profound feeling 
the rumors of Zionism’s beginning, the 
organization of the Chovevi Zion in 
South Russia, the Friends of Zion. The 
little streamlet has become a flood which 
threatens to sweep all before it. 


A One-Time Missionary to China.— 
The New Yorker reviews Pearl Buck’s 
“The Patriot.” “One is glad to note .that 
Mrs. Buck has abandoned entirely the 
pseudo-Biblical style which made some 
of her books rather difficult going.” One 
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is sad to note this conclusion in the jour- 
ney from the Father’s house. Would 
that it might be followed before long by. 
an about-face to what the Bible stands 
for, What Christian cares for the com- 
mendation of The New Yorker? It stands 
for the ne plus ultra in swine husks. 


Similar outpourings of the Spirit have 
attended Dr. Sung’s mission to the Chi- 
nese of Siam. Meetings have been 
crowded, sins .confessed,, many  con- 
verted, and bands of testimony have 
been organized and become active. The 
Siamese pastor at Trang writes: : 

“When I heard that John Sung, a 
noted Chinese evangelist, was coming 
to Bangkok I determined to hear him. 
Through him God opened my eyes to 
see His wonderful love in a new way. 
I invited Dr. Sung to come to Trang and 
God has poured out a mighty blessing 
upon the people of this city. The Trang 
ehurch is now on fire for:God, and has 
been packed with people every Sunday 
since he went. Every church member 
brings his Testament to every. service, 
and we read the Scriptures together. We 
are feeding on the Word of God as never 
before.” 

It will be recalled. that Dr. Sung (a 
doctor in science) was a brilliant student 
of chemistry who was called of God to 
Christian work while doing advanced 
research in the United States. He. went 
to Union Seminary, New York ‘City, for 
training as-a minister, but on account 
of his (as it seemed to the Union. pro-- 
fessors) excessive devotion to prayer and 
Bible study, was sent for some months 
to a retreat for the mentally. unsound.. 
No Union graduate of our time ap- 
proaches him for Christian. usefulness, 
One: might almost call him a Chinese 
Paul. 


“How shall they read ‘without a 
teacher?” These four-fifths of China’s 
mighty population, now illiterate, can- 
not! But the task of teaching is re- 
duced to a minimum by the new Gov- 
ernment phonetic. Listen to this ‘trom 
three Christian women, Miss Struthers, 
Miss Leaman, and Miss Tsai: 

“A group of teachers who love the 
Lord asked to be taught the phonetic. 
They learned it quite well in two after+ 
noons, spending in all about five hours. 
Not long ago two refugees taught by 
them came to see me. They were both 
illiterate when they entered the camp. 
Yet they had read Mark’s Gospel and 
eighty Psalms, and read for me at night 
the preface to Pilgrim’s Progress, and 
understood it. They were. Shanghai 
mill workers who had never been to 
school. Last week I received a letter 
in phonetic from one of them saying he 
was teaching other refugees, and that 
seventeen had learned to read so well 
as to earn a copy of Mark. The other 
told me that she was teaching. over 
twenty with ‘similar results, 

“What a change in a brief time! Out 
of darkness into the light of the Gos- 
















































. 


anew 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

















The Religious Survey 























pel: out of illiteracy into the spirit of 
freedom and understanding. The Old 
Testament is already published in 
phonetic and parts of the New. The 
rest will soon follow. There are great 
openings for this work in the refugee 
camps of the Salvation Army.” 

Miss Christiana Tsai tells of phonetic 
reading in her own household. Through 
the phonetic method three illiterate 
country servants have learned to read 
the Word. “They are so eager for the 
Bible that they get up at daybreak, and 
when they come on something new their 
faces light up with breathless joy !” 


The War on the Blind.—The Lieben- 
zell branch of the China Inland Mission 
has an orphanage and school for blind 
girls at Changsha in Hunan, China. It 
is a noble institution where blind girls 
are taught to support themselves in vari- 
ous ways. The last report from it runs 
as follows: . 

“On April 21, a half hour after mid- 
night, eighteen bombers came straight 
to the city and dropped their first eight 
bombs on the Orphanage and demol- 
ished all the buildings. No words or 
pen can describe the destruction. Ten 
sewing machines, twenty-two stocking 
machines, three knitting machines, and 
thirty-two weaving machines, tools, 
books, tables, clothing, cloth, rice gran- 
aries were all destroyed. We have 
found hardly anything in the wreckage 
which can be used. The boys have no 
house to sleep in, and are now sleeping 
in the open cowshed with the teachers. 

‘Five large and eighteen small bombs 
were dropped on our Mission compound. 
Two, of at least 500 pounds each, fell into 
our garden and wrecked the back wall. 
All. the windows of the chapel and the 
houses were smashed and the doors torn 
out. The chapel was machine-gunned 
and part of the ceiling came down. Books 
and Bibles were lying everywhere. 
Eighteen boxes and trunks from the 
attic flew into the garden. Ruined tables, 
chairs, a fine organ, and broken crockery 
were lying everywhere. If one has not 
seen such destruction-it cannot be de- 
scribed. 

“Fortunately the children were in the 
dugouts and escaped, but the air pres- 
sure was so strong that everybody fell 
on the floor in the dugout. An attempt 
is being made to repair for temporary 
occupation, but the little girls need knit- 
ting and stocking and sewing machines.” 
The China Inland Mission, 23'7 W. School 
Lane, Philadelphia, will forward con- 
tributions. ‘ 

(Miss Vasel, long in charge of this 
schaol, has gone to be with the Lord. 
“In the beginning of her illness she saw 





in a dream all her blind girls who had 
gone before. They appeared in glory 
to welcome her.”) 


More complete Bibles were sold in 
China last year than in any year to 
date, and the sale of New Testaments 
exceeded that in 1937: Chinese churches 
are contributing to Bible distribution 
in spite of wartime and other calls upon 
their financial help. _ The Secretary of 
the Bible Society in Szechwan writes 
that not in a quarter of a century have 
they given so generously. A Chinese 
Christian lately stepped into the Bible 
House and laid a check for $233.64 on 
the Secretary’s desk. He was an em- 
ployee of the Red Cross Hospital who 
“felt, after long prayer, that this money 
belonged to the Lord.” A devoted col- 
porteur writes from Mongolia: “For 
months robbers have been operating in 
all directions. For more than two months 
I have been living in caves and for- 
saken temples, unable to get to a place 
of safety. During this time I have lived 
on husks mixed with coarse flour which 
I have made into dumplings and carried 
with me. I have tried to find herbs and 
water where I could. During this time 
I gave away about 560 Gospels, as the 
people wanted to read but had no 
money. Sometimes I met Christians and 
we shed tears of joy. When I got home 
I found everything stolen.” 

Contrast with this a note from India. 
“Muhammed Djali, an Indian Moham- 
medan, has left his home in Jamalpur 
to make a pilgrimage to Mecca, on foot. 
He halts every fifth step to pray, so that 
it is estimated that he cannot reach his 
goal until 1948.” 


The East African Colportage Society is 
affiliated with the Africa Inland Mission, 
and is engaged in Scripture distribution 
by motor caravan (Box 1276, Nairobi, 
Kenya, East Africa>. It is distributing 
Scripture in trading centers, labor 
camps, factories, planters’ estates, hotels, 
native and Indian schocls, and on na- 
tive reserves. American Gideons have 
contributed to it Bibles for hotel rooms. 
“The responses were varied. One said: 
‘I cannot permit Bibles in my rooms. It 
cheapens the Bible. Another: “Why 
not? Jesus was born in an inn.” 

In 2,100 miles covered were registered 
many experiences. An African engine- 
driver carries his Bible up and down 
the railroad line. European employers 
stock the Scriptures to supply African 
workmen. A young African, unable to 
pay for a Testament, hurries off and 
returns with bananas. to complete the 
sale. -An Arab tears yp- the Testament, 
and an African gathers the leaves to 
read them himself. A British airman 
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volunteers to carry Gideon Bibles to 
hotels in Rhodesia, hundreds of miles 
southward. A woman in Ethiopia writes 
of blessing received from literature sold 
her. “The demand for literature is 
greatly increasing among Africans. .We 
know that the Word, through these con- 
tacts, will find its way where no mis- 
sionary has gone.” 


Brief Notes.—The First Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, was at one time one 
of the great religious centers of the 
Canadian West. Then came an era of 
Modernist preaching and the church 
gradually faded out until its dissolution - 
last year. The church building was 
sold to Pentecostalists and now every 
Sunday night it is packed with 1,500 
people. 


The Apocrypha, translated by Dr. E. 
J. Goodspeed, is advertised as “indis- 
pensable to students of the New Testa- 
ment, of which they form the prelude 
and. background, the missing link be- 
tween Old and New Testaments.” The 
phrase “missing link” is an unfortunate _ 
one, suggestive of abandoned theories. 
Christ quoted not a single word from 
the Apocrypha, nor did any of the apos- 
tles. The New Testament was a revela- 
tion not an apocrypha, a concealment. 


Communists in the United States have 
various song books, such as “The Rebel 
Song Book” and “Songs to Fan the 
Flames of Discontent.” They use many 
Gospel hymn tunes with revolutionary 
words. Thus to the tune of. “Hold the 
Fort” the Communist text is “All Hell 
Can’t Stop Us.” “Jesus Saves” is sung 
to a strike song; “The Sweet By and By” 
to a song parodying ministers. “Onward 
Christian Soldiers” and “The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” are similarly 
misused. 


“Steady progress,” is reported from 
Haiti. ‘Nearly four thousand believers 
and sixty congregations !”’ 


The Moody Bible Institute has this 
fine record: 2,027 of its students have 
entered foreign missionary service, be- 
sides hundreds working on home fields 
as missionaries. 


Mount Hermon, Palestine, is, in Feb- 
ruary, a resort for Jewish ski vacation- 
ists from Tel Aviv. For some weeks 
they “enter into the treasures of the 
snow,” or skim over them. In summer- 
time it is a resort for escaping the swel- 
tering heat. 


A great demonstration was recently 
held on the Haushammerfeld in Upper 
Austria in remembrance of thirty-six 
evangelical leaders whom Count Hebers- 


_ dorff, in the seventeenth century, stran- 


gled and hung on lindens and on the 
church tower of Voecklar. The day of 
their martyrdom will henceforth be cele- 
brated in a memorial service by Aus- 
trian peasants. 






























































- 














to 
eS 
eS 
id 
is 
le 


st 
le 


= 0 


™S AD mm US = O SS Os 


ed 


we + Ww 


. ‘~ we 6 





eM aob KO 





malig 














Lesson for December 24 


A Christmas Meditation 


By Keith L. Brooks 


“Who gave HIMSELF: for our sins” 
(Gal, 1:4). 


OST fascinating of all subjects in 
Scripture is the “love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge.” We cannot 


_ reach its. sublime heights, fathom its 


profound depths, comprehend its im- 
mense breadth, or conceive’ its eternal 
length. 

What a Gift is ours— HIMSELF! 

He gave HIMSELF as the Object of 
every prophecy; as the Substance of 
every type and shadow; as the Subject 
of every promise. 

He gave HIMSELF to all the priva- 


tions of human life; to obscurity, scorn, 


and infamy; to pain, anguish, and igno- 
minious death. He gave HIMSELF — 
the just for the unjust! 

He gave HIMSELF to deliver us from 
sin’s curse; to remove from us sin’s de-+ 
filement; to rescue us from sin’s domin- 
ion in time and sin’s presence for all 
eternity. 

Wonderful beyond all parallel is the 
joy of his salvation; rich beyond all 
conception, the purposes of his grace; 
magnificent the rewards he is yet to be- 
stow upon all who faithfully serve him! 

Surely “the great love wherewith he 
loved us” may well be our special medi- 
tation throughout the Christmas season ! 
By his grace, may we all cherish a 
deeper sense of our dependence upon 
him, our divine and coming Lord, Source 
of all true enjoyment, in these days so 
fraught with peril and so trying for 
those who serve him in spirit and in 
truth! 

“The Lord hath done great things for 
us; whereof we are glad” (Psa. 126:3). 
Above all, he gave HIMSELF! 

Los ANGELEs. 

we 


The Night Watchman’s 


Discovery 


By George T. B. Davis 


OMETIMES night watchmen discover 

burglars and fires; but here is the 
story of one who found a veritable gold 
mine. When 60 years old he made the 
remarkable discovery that the Bible is 
a Book of untold riches, but that those 
riches are only brought to light by those 
who take time to dig for ‘them. 

He had been a Christian for 40 years; 
he had been a teacher of a Bible class; 
but it was only when he. began to mem- 
orize the Bible that it yielded to him its 
hidden treasures, and it flooded his soul 
with wondrous joy and blessing. 

But I want the night watchman him- 
self to tell you how he made the star- 
tling discovery that has so greatly en- 
riched his Christian experience. In a 
recent letter written from the Pacific 
Coast he says: 
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“Nearly a year ago I ordered from you 
25 little booklets! containing a list of 
memory verses for each day in the year. 
I thought they would make a nice 
Christmas remembrance for my men’s 
class. 

“I kept one of the booklets myself 
eand half-heartedly started in to learn 
the verses. I already knew the First 
Psalm and the Twenty-third, but after 
a couple weeks I almost made up my 
mind I would never be equal to the task 
of Bible memorizing as I was 60 years 
old. However, I made tip my mind I 
was going to learn as many as I could 
at any rate. 

“I work nights as janitor in a big 
store. I got a little notebook and cut 
‘up an old Bible and pasted all those 
verses in this book, just a vest-pocket 
size. I am getting so much joy, bless- 


ing, and satisfaction out of these chap-. 


ters that I just had to tell you about it. 
I have not only memorized the chapters 
in‘ the little booklet, but have added 
over 100 more verses: I memorize one 
or two new- verses every night, and 
recite all the others over every night. 
It’s the best remedy for lonesomeness on 
a night job! ‘You know those verses 
never get old — even though I have re- 
cited most of them over to myself hun- 
dreds of times! It is, surely a blessing 
to have God’s Word stored up in your 
heart and mind! 

“Our Sunday school superintendent 
has asked me to take a few minutes in 
the Sunday. school each Sunday to recite 
the verses and to encourage others to 
memorize God’s Word. 

“IT am wondering if you have any new 
booklet along the same line as that one 
of last year. I want to keep right on 
with my memory work, since I have 
found out that I am not too old to learn 
Scripture verses. Any suggestions as 
to how to encourage folks to memorize 
will be appreciated. Although I have 
been a Christian for over 40 years I have 
never been so immensely interested in 
the Bible as I am now. I know now 


why it is that sc many Christians are 


starving to death for lack of knowing 
God’s Word.” 

Dear Christian friend, you too can 
find a gold mine in God’s Word if. you 
will-become a “prospector” by taking the 
time, and making the effort required, to 
memorize Scripture verses. My saintly 
mother memorized a verse of Scripture 
daily, and reviewed the verses daily, 
weekly, and monthly, when she was over 
80 years of age. On one occasion we 
were traveling from Australia to China 
on a_Japanese steamer. One Sunday 
afternoon in early December, as the 
boat lay alongside the wharf in Manila 
in the Philippine Islands, I held an open 





1 The Bible Success Band booklets mentioned 
in this article may be secured at 5 cents each; 
50 cents a dozen; $1 for 25 copies, or $3.75 
for 100 copies. Orders, with extra postage, 
should be sent to George T. B. Davis, 1595 
Race St., Philadelphia. 
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Bible in my hand while my mother re- 
cited from memory over 300 Scripture 
verses that she had learned that year. 
And she was then 87 years of age! 
Her soul was saturated with the Word 
of God, and her life was radiant with 
the presence of God. 

We may all become “prospectors” dur- 
ing the coming year, and discover for 
ourselves the truth of the Psalmist’s 
words: “The law of thy mouth is bet- 
ter unto me than thousands of gold 
and silver” (Psa. 119:72). 


ye 
The International 
Prophetic Conference 


(Continued from page 893) 


knowing the ultimate of God. [He re- 
ferred to] Israel as God’s witnesses, the 
real Jehovah’s witnesses and not the 
Millennial Dawnists who falsely use that 
name in our day. Israel’s history is but 
the fulfillment of prophecy. God spoke 
through Moses that the children of Is- 
rael should be scattered abroad, and they 
are. In spite of this, the miracle of all 
the ages is the survival.of the Jew. Ever 
since their dispersion it is proper to 
speak of the suffering Jews, but their 
distress is due to their unwillingness to 
obey the Word of God and believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. They know not 
the time of their visitation. However, 
in all these centuries there has been 
an election according to grace, and this 
is true today. Every believing Jew be- 
comes a fellow member with every be- 
lieving Gentile in the Church of God, 
and when the rapture occurs, these will 


_ be caught up together to be with the 


Lord. After the rapture has taken place, 
the unconverted Jews will suffer in- 
finitely more than they have ever had 
to endure, and unless those days were 
shortened, none would be saved. So the 
time of Jacob’s trouble is a limited pe- 
riod, and even in that era the elect of 
Israel will be saved. These will be Je- 


‘hovah’s witnesses in that terrible day, 


as explained to us in Daniel 12. - They 
will turn to the study of the Scriptures 
and discover their true meaning. “The 
wise shall understand’ and shall urge 
upon mankind the preparation for the 
glorious advent of the Messiah. This is 
all guaranteed because the three per- 
sons of the Trinity are omnipresent, and 
even though the Holy Spirit departs 
with the Church at the rapture he will, 
nevertheless, be omnipresent and, to a 
certain degree, he will administrate the 
witness of God to mankind in fhe great 
tribulation. It is the Holy Spirit who 
will prepare the faithful remnant for the 
regeneration of Christ.” 


(To be concluded next week) 
Mg 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is the Tumes weekly 
paper for young people. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 24. THE CHILD AND THE KINGDOM 
(CHRISTMAS LESSON) 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 1:18-25; 18:1-14; 19:13-15, printed text, 1:18-25; 
18:1-6; 19:13-15 
Golden Text.—A little child shall lead them.—lsa: 11:6 | 
banners —. 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
: ’ Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matt. 1:18-25; 18:1-6; 19:13-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they 
came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing 
to. make her a publick example, was minded to put her away 


rivily. 

a Bat while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 

e Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which 

‘conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth 
a@ son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us. 

24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of 
the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 

26 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn 
son: and he called his name JESUS. 


‘18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 

2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the 
midst of them, 

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me. 

6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for/ him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

19:13 Then were “there brought unto him little children, that 
he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples 
rebuked them. 

14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

15 And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 1:18 Now the ‘birth 2of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 
19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not 
willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away privily. 20 But when he thought on these things, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary “thy 
wife: for that which is *conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
21 And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt call his name 
Jzsus; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins. 
22 Now all this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the Lord through the. prophet, saying, 
23 * Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth 

a son, 

And théy shall call his name * Immanuel; 
which is, being interpreted, God with us. 24 And Joseph arose 
from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him, and took unto him his wife; 25 and knew her not till she 
had brought forth a son: and he called his name Jrsus. 


18:1 In that hour came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who 
then is * greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And he called 
to him a little child, and set him in the midst of them, 3 and 
said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye turn, and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is the *greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And 
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth 
me: 6 But whoso shall cause one of these little ones that believe 
on me to stumble, it is profitable for him that 7a great millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk 
in the depth of the sea. 


19:13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that 
he should Jay his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, Suffer the little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me: for *to such belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven. 15 And he laid his hands on them, and 
departed thence. 

1Or, generation: as in v. 1. *Some ancient authorities read 
of the Christ. *Or, begotten. ‘Isa. 7:14. ®Gr., Emmanuel. 
®Gr., greater. *7Gr., a millstone turned by an ass. *Or, of 
such is. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Verse by Verse 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 
: HAT could be more wonderful 
than that God came .down to 
earth as a baby! Could any- 
thing tell out more perfectly his deep 
yearning over mankind and his earnest 


desire to have men love and trust him?: 


Almost, everybody, even the most de- 
praved, loves a_ baby. 

No one need fear a baby, and the Babe 
of Bethlehem was the perfect manifes- 
tation of the heart of God, who would 
have all men know that he became 
incarnate, not to condemn, but to 
save. 

By becoming a little child himself, 


+ 











our Lord has changed the thoughts of 
untold millions as to the value and 
preciousness of the little ones. Chris- 
tianity makes more of the children 
than-any pagan religious system ‘ever 
did. It rebukes the horrible crime of 
infanticide, which was accepted as a 
matter of course even among the cul- 
tured Greeks and the highly civilized 
Romans, 


The Historical Setting 


It is now well known that our Lord’s 
birth occurred several years before the 
era denominated Anno Domino, but the 
exact date is uncertain, authorities dif- 
fering considerably, both as to the year 
and the particular season of the nativ- 
ity. The precious instruction -as to jittle 
children was given as his mini was 
drawing to a close. 


Matt. 1:18—‘“Before they came to- 
gether.” The Scriptures are clear about 
the virgin birth of Jesus. His mother, 
Mary, was engaged to Joseph, but had 
not yet been married to him when he 


learned that she was to become a mother. ’ 


through direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit and altogether apart from natural 
generation. 


Verse 19.—“Minded to put-her away 
privily.” If Mary was not a virgin, the 
penalty for her condition, according to 
the law, was death. Joseph thought to 
save her from this. 

Verse 20.—“Fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife.’ The wonderful mys- 
tery of the incarnation was revealed to 
Joseph by angelic ministry. 

Verse 21—‘“Thou shalt call his name 














Lesson for December 24 


Jesus”’ Jesus from the Greek, and 
Joshua from the Hebrew are one name, 
and the meaning is Jehovah the Saviour. 


Verse 22.—“That it might be fulfilled.” 
This is a distinctive phrase in this Gos- 
pel, used often because the object of 
the inspired writer is to show that Jesus 
is the Messiah promised in the prophets. 


Verse 23.—“They shall call his name 
"Emmanuel . . . God with us.” Isaiah 
made this prediction nearly seven cen- 
turies before its fulfillment, The name 
given is an intimation of the mysterious 
union of the divine and the human in 
the virgin’s son (Isa. 7:14). 


Verse 24—“Took unto him his wife.” 
He married her notwithstanding her con- 
dition, that she might have the place 
in Israel of a wedded wife ere she be- 
came a mother. 


Verse 25.—“‘He called his name Jesus.” 
Obedient to the last detail. By calling 
the child “Jesus,” Joseph evidenced the 
reality of his own faith. 

_ We now pass over some thirty-three 
years to hear our Lord’s own teaching 
concerning children and the Kingdom. 

Chap. 18:1.—“Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” ‘We see how 
feebly the teaching of our Lord regard- 
ing the true character of the Kingdom 

-had been apprehended by the disciples. 

Verse 2.—“Jesus called a little child.” 
In obedience to that call the little one 
came to him, and he drew the atterition 
of his disciples to it. It was an act of 
faith. The child came because he trusted 
the one who bade him come. 

Verse 3—‘“Become as little children.” 
To enter the Kingdom, all must receive 
his Word in childlike simplicity and act 
upon it in faith. This is to be converted. 

Verse 4—“Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little’child.” It 
is humbling to the pretensions of the 
natural man to have to yield to the call 
of Christ and to be saved by faith rather 
than by personal. effort. 

Verse 5.—“Receiveth me.” The prin- 
ciple here enunciated is all-important. 
To receive even a babe in the name of 
Jesus is to acknowledge him in faith 
and therefore to receive him. 

Verse 6—“Whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones.” To offend is to cause 
to stumble. Christ pronounces a solemn 
and terrible judgment upon anyone who 
misleads a child. 

Chap. 19:13.—“Brought unto him lit- 
tle children.” Eager parents, desiring 
the blessing of Jesus upon their children, 
attempted to bring. them to him, but the 
disciples, fearing he would only be dis- 
turbed, forbade them. 

* Verse 14—“Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” The answer of Jesus will stand 
forever as the great outstanding ex- 
pression of his love and concern for the 
little ones, and as an encourakement to 
parents everywhere to bring their chil- 
‘dren to him in faith, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


18. December 24.—The Child and the 
Kingdom (Christmas Lesson). 

Matthew 1:18-25; 18:1-14; 19:18-15 

14. December 31.—Friends and Foes of 
the Kingdom .... Matthew 13:54 to 16:12 

First Quarter, 1940 

. (15) January 7.—The Christian’s Con- 
fession of Faith ....... Matthew 16:13-28 

(16) January 14.—The Problem of 
Forgiveness ...... Matthew 18:15 to 19:30 

(17) January 21.—A New Standard of 
Greatness ..................6.. Matthew 20 

(18) January 28.—Jesus Dramatically 

Proclaims His Messiahship. 

Matthew 21:1-16 

(19) February 4.—Holding Life Sacred. 

(A Principle of Temperate Living). 

Genesis 1:27-31; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20; 2 Corinthians 6:16 to 7:1 

6. (20) February 11.—The Perils of Re- 
jecting Christ ....Matthew 21:17 to 22:14 

7. (21) February 18.—Good Citizens and 
Good Neighbors ...Matthew 22:15 to 23:39 
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Verse 15—‘“He laid his hands on 
them.” What a privilege it was for 
those children thus to feel the touch of 
his hands and hear his words of bless- 
ing. And we may be assured today that, 
though now unseen, he still reaches forth 
his hands to the children we bring to 
him in faith. 

A Lesson Outline 
THE Word oF GoD AND THE CHILD 

Dedicate it to the Lord (Prov. 22:6) 

(“Train up” is better rendered “dedi- 
cate”) 

Teach the child the Scriptures (2 Tim. 
3: 15) 

Bring it to the Lord for blessing (Matt. 
19: 14) 

Nurture it in divine things (Eph. 6: 
4) 

Carefully discipline it (Prov. 22:6) 

Teach it the fear of the Lord (Prov. 
1:7, 8) 

Set it a good example (1 Tim. 4:12) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


None can be tod young for the King- 
dom of Heaven. The children should be 
taught to come to Jesus as soon as they 
are able consciously to respond to his 
love and grace. As for those who are 
taken away from this scene ere they 
reach years of accountability, we can 
rely upon the precious words of chapter 
18:10 and 14. ‘The Good Shepherd has 
died for these lambs and will not per- 
mit one of them to be lost. Christian 
parents should bring their babes to him 
from the very beginning of their lives 
and should count on him to bless them 
by drawing their hearts to himself, as- 
sured that the faith of a child is as real 
as that cf a more mature person. In 
fact, the one is the model for the other. 


A tremendous responsibility, more- 
over, rests upon those who are older 
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to guide the feet of the young, both by 
precept and example. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Household Salvation. It is a recog- 
nized principle, running through all dis- 
pensations, that God desires to save the 
households of his people. Noah pre- 
pared an ark for the saving of his house 
(Heb. 11:7), and God said to him, “Come 
thou and all thy house into the ark; 
for thee have I seen righteous before 
me in this generation” (Gen. 7:1). Of 
Abraham the Lord declared, “I know 
him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they 
Shall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
justice and judgment” (Gen. 18:19). 
David said, “Thou hast spoken also of 
thy servant’s house for a great while to 
come” (2 Sam. 7:19). The promise to 
the Philippian jailer was, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31). 


The Nativity of Jesus. Christmas may 
or may not be near the exact season 
of our Lord’s birth. But we are not to be 
occupied with holy days (Col, 2:16; Gal. 
4:10, 11), but with the blessed Person 
who came from Heaven for our redemp- 
tion. 


Applications and Summaries 


The doctrine of the virgin birth of 
Christ is not something about which. to 
speculate, but a divine mystery (1 Tim. 
3:16) to be received in faith. “Have we 


thus set to our seal that God is true? © 


The baby Jesus was the Incarnate 
God, as truly as when he was trans- 
figured on the mount and his glory seen 
in after years. To Simeon he was “thy 
salvation” (Luke 2:25-30). Have we re- 
ceived him in the same way? ' 


Are we inclined to discount the spir- 
itual exercises of little children? If so, 
we may well ponder the word of the 
Lord Jesus, who declares such to be the 
ideal subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


It is the lowliest who are the great- 
est in the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
self-assertive who are the least esteemed. 

If concerned about whether one is 
converted or not, it is well to ask one- 
self, How? When? and Where? 

To set a bad example to a child or to 
be guilty of teaching it some evil habit 
is such an offense as will bring down 
the severest judgment from him who is 
the lover of the little ones. 


When Jesus speaks of adults, he says, 
“The Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 


10); but when he speaks of ‘the little 


ones he says he came to save, but does 
not use the word “seek” (Matt. 18:11). 

The great majority of Christians be- 
came such before they were fifteen years 
of age; those who come to Jesus in 
later years” are comparatively much 
fewer. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


OW were Joseph's fears regarding Mary 
set at rest? 

2. Does God often speak to men by angels 
and in dreams? 

3. What did Jesus Christ come to do? 

4. What. prophet predicted that Jesus 
would be born of a virgin mother, and when 
did he live? 

5. What is the meaning of the name 
Jesus? 

6. In what way was the little child called 
by Jesus a picture of the typical convert? 

7. What is the path to true greatness in 
the Kingdom of Heaven? 

8. What does Jesus say about the fate of 
those who stumble little ones who believe 
in him? 

+ 9 What is the attitude of Jesus toward 
parents and their children? 

10. Is it necessary for people to grow up 
ere they can make a definite decision for 
Christ 
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Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 903 of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Eprror’s Notse.—Many of the illustra- 
tions submitted by readers for this les- 
son, including several given here, natu- 
rally used the verse chosen by the 
Lesson Committee as the Golden Text, 
“A little child shall lead them.” But in 
view of the fact that this passage in 
Isaiah has not the meaning usually at- 
tached to this verse, other verses from 
the lesson have been given by the Edi- 
tor with these illustrations, and the com- 
mon misunderstanding is explained in 
an editorial note on the first page. 


to Pray.—Except ye... be- 
come as little children (Matt. 18:3). The 
following testimony was given by a con- 
vert in a meeting: “Last night when 
I was about to retire, my little three- 
year-old girl, who was awake, said to 


I said thoughtlessly, ‘No.’ In a moment 
she was by my bedside, saying, I will 
téach you how to pray,’ With all my 
excuses she would not sleep till I arose 
and, kneeling by her side, repeated after 
her, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep.’ Then 
she went to bed, and was soon in the 
land of dreams. I didn’t sleep that night. 
God had spoken to me through my baby 
girl, and I felt that if I died before I 
waked my soul would be lost. All this 
day I have been miserable, but tonight 
I have found peace. I expect to pray 
that little prayer with my child tonight, 
knowing that living or dying I am the 
Lord’s."—From Epworth Herald. Sent 
by J. B. Lobb, Clinton, Ont., Can. 


Shall We “Receive” Them?—Whoso 
shall receive one such little child in my 
name receiveth me (v. 5). As I write 
this (in July) I have before me the 

he photograph of two dear little boys. One 
x is four and a half years old, the other 
twenty months. They are among the 


me, ‘Papa, don’t you know how to pray?’. 
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Jewish refugee children saved from 
Central Europe by the Barbican Mission 


to the Jews. Here is the description 
of their early days in England, six weeks 
ago. 
mother intensely. It was deeply touch- 
ing to see how the elder boy sought to 
care for and comfort his baby brother. 
Often crying bitterly himself, he still 
kept his arms round the baby, and never 
allowed him to be taken out of his sight. 
Even if the little one was lifted into 
the arms of a grown-up person, the lit- 
tle chap would hold firmly to one foot, 
the only part of his small brother he 
could reach. Up and down the garden 
paths, in and out of the house, always 
hand in hand, and crying at intervals 
for the mother that could not come.” 
They are the sons of a doctor. As you 
read this, it is Christmastime. Will you 
not do something for a Jewish child- 
sufferer for love of Him who was once 
a refugee baby, and a Jewish baby at 
that?—Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 











“Both felt parting with‘ their 






December 9, 1939 





Where Did He Get It?—But whoso 
shall offend one of these little ones (v. 
6). Do you remember what Clarence 
Darrow said. when he was defending 
young Leopold, the brilliant student and 
dastardly murderer of the Franks boy? 
He said, “If this boy is to blame, where 
did he get it? Your Honor, it is hardly 
fair to hang a nineteen-year-old- boy for 
the philosophy that was taught him at 
the university. It does not meet my 
ideas of justice and fairness to visit upon 
his head the philosophy that has been 
taught by university men for twenty- 
five years.”—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, 
N. Y. 


Little Billy’s Faith—Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones 
(v. 10). A little fellow in New Jersey, 
named Bobby, died a short time before 
Christmas. At breakfast Christmas 
morning Billy, the five-year-old who 
was left, announced happily, “I- know 
some one who is going to a birthday 


B® chold, a virgin shall 

be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel.” 





es ‘and as film-slides. There are 20 
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party today.” When asked -who it was, 
he answered: “Bobby. It’s the Lord 
Jesus’ birthday, so of course there will 
be a party for Him, and Bobby will be 
there.” ‘Would that we had the faith 
of a child! Heaven would not seem so 
far away.—A true incident. Sent by 
Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Which Kingdom?—For of such is the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 19:14). The 
teacher had been instructing the class 
about the three kingdoms of the universe, 
and to make it plain she said, “Every- 
thing in our schoolroom belongs to one 
of the three kingdoms,—our desk to 
the vegetable kingdom, our slates and 
pens to the mineral kingdom, and little 
Alice,” she added, looking down at the 
child nearest her, “belongs to the animal 
kingdom.” Alice looked up quite re- 
sentfully, and her eyes filled with tears 
as she answered, “Teacher, my mamma 
says that all little children belong to 
the Kingdom of Heaven.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Little Agrippa’s Witness.—Of such is 
the kingdom of heaven (v.14). The first 
time the missionary saw the little boy 
was in the old schoolroom, with its walls, 
floor, and seats of hardened mud and 
its thatched roof. From the rafters hung 
two lamps, around which congregated a 
crowd of moths, mosquitoes, and flying 
ants. A tiny hand touched her and a 
quiet voice said in Zulu, “Please, may 
I join the night school?” She looked 
around and saw a small Zulu boy about 
seven years of age standing beside her. 
He was slight and frail, of light brown 
color, with large wistful eyes, flat nose, 
and beautiful white, even teeth. He was 
dressed in a man’s ragged coat. “What is 
your name?” asked the missienary. “My 
name is Chocolate, but father wishes me 
to be called Agrippa at school,” he re- 
plied. Never was a name more unsuit- 
able, but the child, blissfully unconscious 
of the oddity of it, smiled happily when 
his new name was called. Agrippa at- 
tended the night school regularly, brav- 
ing cold and rain, and even the dread 
umkooa, or evil spirit, said to lurk in dark 
places. One night it was reported that 
he was ill, so the missionary went to 
see him. She found that the witch doc- 
tor had been called. Presently he came, 
a tall, evil-looking man dressed,in skins, 
with charms, beads, and bladders around 
his neck. Wrapped in a filthy rag were 
his evil-smelling medicines. After cer- 
tain mumblings and incantations, he 
made various incisions in the child’s 
fiesh, then forced him to drink a vile 
concoction composed of a piece of a 
gramophone record, small portions of a 
bird, a snake, and a beetle ground to 
powder and mixed with water. Finally, 
having received his fee—a cow—the 
witch doctor departed, leaving the child 
in great pain. His treatment was so dras- 
tic that in a few hours Agrippa died. 
As the missionary thought of Agrippa’s 
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death, she asked herself again, “What 
was the good of it all? Why did Agrippa 
die?” Just then a man called to see 
her. It was Agrippa’s father. After 
greeting her, he said, “Since Agrippa 
died so happy and unafraid, begging me 
not to grieve for him, for he was going 
to be with the ‘Good Shepherd’ of whom 
he had heard in the night school, there- 
fore I and my family have decided to 
renounce the witch doctors and turn to 
the living God, who is .able to deliver 
from all fear.” And the missionary’s 
question was answered.—From Kather- 
ine O’Hanlon in Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Jennie E. Hussey, Concord, N. H. 
Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we would enter into the real spirit of the 
Christmastime, not confused by the clamor of 


buying and selling, and even by the joys of - 


giving, but may we go deeper than this to 
the real meaning of the day. Help us to see 
the little child in the manger, and to hear, 
with new clearness, the song of the angels 
over the Bethlehem fields. May .we let the 
little child of Bethlehem indeed lead us in 
the message 'of the great joy which was to 
come to earth because of him. Help us to 
understand the true meaning of Emmanuel 
(God with us), as we consider at this Christ- 
mastime what the coming of the Christ Child 
has meant to this needy world. May Christ 
the Lord indeed be our personal Saviour, and 
may not one in this school refuse to acknowl- 
edge him. We ask this in his dear name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It is a joyous time, 
this period set apart by the Christian 
world to remember the birth of the 
child Jesus. Far above the excitement 
of these happy days, the kindness of 
friends, the opportunity to be friendly, 
is the great fact of God’s loving-kindness 
in this world about us in the coming 
of the Lord Jesus. No wonder that the 
angels sounded forth the good tidings of 
great joy, because it is he, the Lord, 
who gives us reasons for joy, in this 
disturbed and deeply troubled world. 
For, if we are his and he is ours, noth- 
ing shall separate us from his love. Then 
what we give and what we receive will 
have something far deeper and holier in 
meaning because done in his name. Let 
us celebrate the birth of Christ with 
tokens of love. If we have been hurried 
and pressed in our Christmas prepara- 
tions, may we have in our hearts the 
quiet of his presence, and let the day 
be spent in loving service in his name. 
Let us thank him for ‘all his benefits, 
with true hearts and fullest praise. Let 
us pray. 


HRIST 
"THE (jm 
HRISTMAS JOYS 
GOOD TIDINGS! 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Two Great Mysteries.—The birth of 
Jesus Christ was on this wise (Matt. 1: 
18). The coming of Jesus, the Son 
of God and the Son of man, into 
the world is a mystery so great that 
it is approached by only one other 
mystery. There aré but few peo- 
ple who do not know this first and 
greatest of all mysteries. 

The celebration of Christmas all over 
Christendom forces the occasion upon 
the attention of those who are not Chris- 
tians. Today our Jewish merchants have 
made as great preparation for the trade 
of the season as the Christian merchants. 
The atheistic and near-atheistic unbe- 
liever cannot get away from the Christ- 
mas spirit. 

And the whole story is the great un- 
explainable mystery that makes infidels 
out of some people. But because a man 
does not understand is no reason why 
he should not profit in salvation. In- 
deed, the man is to be pitied who 
neglects salvation because he cannot un- 
derstand the birth of our Lord. Listen 
to the following from the “Illustration 
Round Table” a couple of years ago: 

“A microscopic speck of radium,.: if 
placed behind a screen of fluorescent 
metal, can be seen throwing out a stream 
of sparks forever. These sparks give 
light and heat, yet the speck of radium 
loses no whit of its energy. Like the 
burning bush it is a miracle. It sends 
out light and heat at no loss to itself.” 

If there ever was an unexplainable 
natural phenomienon, here you have it 
in that which we call “radium.” A speck 
of matter sending out light and heat 
and never losing any power and light 
and heat! " ‘ 

But that is not all of it. That won- 
derful speck sends out healing. Jesus, 
that first and greatest mystery, came 
for the healing of nations (Matt. 9:35). 
So has this second great mystery, radium. 

Dr. Howard A. Kelly, the great radium 
expert of Johns Hopkins Hospital of Bal- 
timore, can tell you of the wonderful 
cures of “hopeless cases.” I have myself 
seen one or two. 

If you should be smitten with one of 
those diseases that have baffled the med- 
ical profession, and your doctor should 
say, “We will try radium. It is a little 
expensive, but it has saved many a man 
and will save you,” would you reply, 

“Nothing doing, Doctor. That radiym 
business is something I don’t undeér- 
stand.” : 

“All right, Mr. Man, it is up to you. 
But you are doomed. You are a very 
foolish man not to accept the only way 
we have to escape suffering and death” 
(Acts 4:12). - 


The Charlie Springer Way.—Who is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
And Jesus called a little child (Matt. 
18:1). If we shall enter Heaven with 
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the same sort of nature we have here, 
one of the strongest emotions, we are 
likely to experience will be a great sur- 
prise. 

Indeed, you may remember that in a 
former lesson I told of the two little girls 
in a Chicago family who were talking 
about Heaven, 

“Why didn’t Jesus tell us. about 
Heaven?” said the older little girl. 

“He wants it for a surprise,” is how 
the younger little girl solved the prob- 
lem, 

My friend, their caretaker, who told 
me of the incident, explained: “Little 
May. just dotes on surprise parties.” 

There is one thing made very clear all 
through the Scripture. Greatness in the 
other world is not figured on.the same 


basis, or at the same rates, as in this. 


world (Luke 9:48; Matt. 23:11, 12). 
As a matter of fact, we all know that 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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much of the so-called greatness of men 
and women in this world is mere: op- 
portunity and bluff. Take a look at 
some of our modern Alexanders, Ceesars, 
and Napoleons of politics and business, 
for example. 

We had lots of them in the last year 
of the last century, but how many —if 
any —-can you name? And such of them 
as may have reached their mansions in 
the Father’s house will not have any 
higher place than my old Iron Roser 
friend Charlie Springer (Jonn 14:2). 
Who was Charlie Springer? A Coates- 
ville Reading Railroad brakeman who 
could neither read nor write, but who 
had the simple unquestioning faith and 
manner of a child. He was greatly used 
by the Lord in leading hundreds of his 
fellow railroaders into the Kingdom. On 
Sundays he had great meetings in the 
Wilmington railroad yard. 

Charlie would spot an unsaved man, 
and when he could not love him into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Charlie would 
say to me, or some one near by, “Here, 
Mr. Ridgway, is Jess Wilson, who ought 
to be a Christian, you show him the way, 
and I'll get down here and pray.” 

Charlie sleeps up yonder in Fairview 
under a.modest little stone. In the same 
cemetery is the big monument of more 
than one of Coatesville’s “big men” who 
never tried to save a soul. But in that 
Other Land there is no palace or tene- 
ment, all are mansions. No line of sep- 
aration, no wise and ignorant. We are 
told we shall all be like him! (1 John 
3:2.) 


Christmas Faith and Trust—And he 
laid his hands on them (Matt. 19:15). 
I wonder how many readers of this note 
have the recollection of a mother who 
used to sing him (or her) to sleep with 

ES ene coon. ik Seem ee 

oid, \ 
When Jesus was here among men, 
How He called little children as lambs 
to His fold, 
I should like to have been with them 
then. 
I wish that His hands had been placed on 
my head, 
big = arm had been thrown around 


And that I might have seen His kind look 
when He said, 
“Let the little ones come unto Me.” 

There is a tremendous appeal in chil- 
dren, all sorts of children of all colors 
and races. 

And don’t I know! As most of you 
know, I took a Sunday school job forty- 
six years ago. It is in that part of town 
where there are all sorts, and they have 
never been the “silver spoon” youngsters 
by a long shot. I was to be there only 
“two or three weeks,” while the parson 
dug up “a suitable man for the job.” 
(All readers of this Corner know the 
Rock Run Sunday School.) : ; 

In my book, “The Christian-Gentle- 
man,” there is the banker’s story of the 
little girl in the operating room of a 
hospital. This chapter was printed in 
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the Tres. It has since been reprinted 
as a tract, with the title “Under the 
Ether Cone.” 

The great Dr. Kelly and Dr. Mayo 
have gotten a lot of them. Dr. Thomas 
Parran, the Surgeon General of the 
U. S. A., has gotten thousands for the 
Government hospitals. 

The little girl got down on her knees 
by the operating table and prayed, “Now 
I lay me,” ete, because “I always say 
my prayers before I go to sleep.” 

Yes, the trust and faith of a little child 
has the uncanny and miraculous power 
of swinging us back to the days when 
we too knelt by bedside or mother’s knee 
and in the same faith and trust prayed 
to the Lord Jesus. 

And it is in this spirit we come into 
childhood’s greatest day, and the Corner 
can have no better wish for its readers 


than that we all on this day become his ~ 


“little ones” upon whom the Lord Jesus 
can lay his hands. 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
ye ‘ 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Simplicity. 

Discussion: Show how the wisdom of 
the wisest man has failed in making plans 
that would endufe. (The Loma 

’ Treaty, for instance.) 

Objective: Seeking “the wisdom that is’ 

from above” (Jas. 3:17). ws 











AY, fellows, advertising a: certain 


shaving cream which was to be ap-— 


plied not with a brush, but with the 
ends of the fingers, the man said: -“This 
is a simple process; don’t make-it com- 
plicated.” That also is a good warning 
as we approach the study of God’s Word. 
Don’t make it complicated; just take it 
as it is. Come up to it with the open- 
heartedness and the simple faith of a 
little child. That is the only way to 
discover its blessedness, its beauty, and 
its power. Our Lord Jesus laid great 
emphasis on this.. He said, “Except ye 
. . «become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
He first emphasized it by coming, him- 
self, to the earth as a little child, and 
we celebrate at this season an infant’s 
birth. 

Fellows, the smartest thing you can do 
is to be simple’ with your Gospel. This 
is according to the wisdom of God. Jesus 
thanked God the Father, “because thou 
hast hid these things fromthe wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes” (Matt. 11:25). The sum of all 
the best haman judgment in the ages 
has proved inadequate to meet human 
need. “For the wisdom of this world. 
is foolishness with God” (1 Cor. 3:19). 
That is putting a pretty cheap tag on 
the boasted wisdom of men. - 

Obedience is the test of a simple faith. 
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“To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 
15:22). <A little child has to obey be- 
fore he knows the reason for it; but 
by obeying he learns. “Simplicity is 
the secret of seeing things-clearly ... 
you cannot think a spiritual muddle 
clear; you have to obey it clear.” If 
you are obeying God as he has clearly 
commanded you, you are fulfilling the 
first and the last requirement of simple 
faith. That is the way you will keep 
steadfast. That is the way you will 
avoid confusion. That is the way you 
will always be strong and unafraid when 
everything about you is going haywire. 

Fellows, I don’t know a better way 
to celebrate the birth of the Babe of 
Bethlehem than to check up on our 
simplicity in matters concerning Jesus 
Christ, and if we have gotten away from 
the little child’s way of thinking about 
him and his claims upon us, let’s get 
back to it. Let’s just accept with child- 
like faith every word that is written of 
him in the Scriptures. Let’s resolve that 
from this time on we shall follow in his 
footsteps, and cherish every command 
he has given us— with obedience. 

Then we will grow and we will learn, 
which means we will come into the 
“knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ”! (Eph. 
4:13) and in our simplicity there shall 
abide and operate the very wisdom of 
God. 


Toronto, Can. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Children never tire of the manger for 
Christmas. Make a little rough wooden 
one. Make this day before Christmas a 
day of giving. Announce it the Sunday 
before, and let each. child bring some 
gift ‘for others who are not so fortunate, 
and have a little ceremony when the chil- 
dren put their gifts in the manger. The 
gifts may be ever so small, but the chil- 
dren catch the idea of giving. 











ODAY I really don’t have to tell you 
the lesson story. I am sure every one 
of you can tell it to me. What day is 
tomorrow? Christmas, of course. 
What is Christmas? Oh, yes, I know 
it is the day when we receive gifts and 
give them, but why do we have Christ- 
mas? Yes, and most of us have too much 
to eat, and too much candy, — but why 
Christmas? : 
Do you ‘know that many children in 
our own country have no idea why we 
have Christmas. I’ve asked many times 
and found that children had not heard 
why we keep the day. 
‘Who can tell me why? Somebody 
says it is Jesus’ birthday. That’s right; 
it is the day we keep as his birthday 
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when he was born a wee baby in Beth- 
lehem, 

How-many of you have birthdays? 
Every one of you. Most of you were 
born at home or in a hospital, and you 
had a lovely bassinet or ‘crib, but the 
Lord Jesus was born in a stable and 
laid in a manger, because the hotel was 
full and there was no room for Joseph 
and Mary. 

I think if that hotelkeeper had known 
that this baby was the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he would have put somebody else out 
of a room in the hotel, and let Jesus 
have it, don’t you? But he didn’t know. 
So many people today do not know that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and wants 
to be their Saviour; but they are like 
that hotel in Bethlehem, there is no 
room in their hearts for Jesus. 

But we love him. He is our Saviour. 
We wish we could have seen him when 
he was here among men, and could have 
brought him gifts as the wise men did. 
You know they brought him gold and 
frankincense and myrrh, all. very pre- 
cious things. But we can bring him 
something, too. We can put a gift for 
some child who has no Christmas: pres- 
ents, here in this little manger, giving 
them as to the Lord Jesus himself. And 
as we do this, we must give:-him our 
hearts, unless we have done it before, 
to come in and live in us, and be our 
Saviour. 

As we sing that lovely Cradle Song 
that has been sung for so many years 
by thousands of children all over the 
world, Luther’s “Away in a Manger,” 
let us march around and put our gifts 
in this little manger, asking the dear 
Lord to use them to help some other 


children to know about the best Gift 


that ever came to earth, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I hope we can make this the very best 
Christmas we ever had. Maybe we can 
tell somebody about the angels that sang 
when Jesus was born. The shepherds 
saw them and heard them saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest.” Then the shep- 
herds went quickly to Bethlehem and 
saw the little Babe in the manger, and 
worshiped him. 

May this Christmas be a real day of 
worshiping the Lord Jesus instead of 
thinking about what we will get or give, 
or our big dinner. 

Mopesto, CaA.ir. 

+) 4 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 900) 

1. By the words of an angel who spoke 
to him in a dream. 

2. He did in times past before the Bible 
was completed, but now he generally speaks 
through his Word. 

3. He came to save us from our sins. 

4. Isaiah, who lived in the sixth or sev- 
enth century before Christ. 

5. Jehovah, the Saviour. 


6. He heard the call and came to the 
Saviour. 
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7. That of lowliness and humility. 


8..It would be better for them to have 
a millstone tied about the neck and be 
drowned in the sea. . 


9. He invites the parents to bring their 
children to him. 


10. It is not. The child is more ready to 
believe the Gospel before getting out in 
the ‘world. 

w 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To present the Heaven-sent 
Child, and the place of children in the 
Kingdom. 

Christmas plans.—Write Bible verses 
on small colored papers, place these in 
whole walnut shells, cover with tinfoil 
or colored tissue paper, and tie with gay 
ribbons. Several of these in a package 
may be sent as gifts to a children’s hos- 
pital. Suggest that the children string 
the verses on the ribbons as they are 
learned. 


Color and cut out Bible pictures, paste 
felt on the backs and send to busy mis- 
sionaries for Scripturegraph * lessons with 
children. 


A California Girls’ Bible Club packed 
bags of homemade candy and during their 
Christmas carol sing in a migratory 
workers’ camp they left a bag at each 
tent where children lived. 

Memory Verse.—‘“They shall call ‘his 
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us’? (Matt. 1:23). 
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ERRY, merry. Christmas, girls! Have 

you ever wondered why we say 
“Merry Christmas”? “Merry” means 
“joyous, mirthful.” Truly it was a time 
of “joy to the world” when the Lord 
Jesus Christ came, — not a tinseled, tem- 
porary joy, but “joy unspeakable and 
full of glory,” the kind that remains in 
us and makes our joy full. 

Christmas — what does it mean? Web- 
ster’s dictionary tells us that “mas” 
comes from a root meaning “dismissed, 
sent.” God the Son was dismissed from 
Heaven and sent to earth for thirty- 
three of the most crucial years of all 
history in order that he might provide 
for you and me and others the rights 
of citizenship in God’s everlasting King- 
dom (Psa, 45:8; John 3:16; Phil. 2:7, 8). 

Let us turn our attention first toward 
the unique Son, the Christ Child.. Then 
we shall consider our obligations as sur- 
rendered children of God, and finally 
we shall find means of presenting Christ 
to children. 


THe Curist CHILD 


Can you explain our Memory Verse? 
How was the phrase, “God with us,” an 
actual fact?) Had not God always been 
with the children of Israei? Previously. 
he had not lived among them in human 
form. Now he had come as the Son of 
man. Have you ever observed that the 





* Child Evangelism Fellowship, 203 N.. Wa- 
bash Ave., Chicago, Ill., carries lessons and 
figures for the Scripturegraph. 
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What Shall We Give the Boys 
and Girls for Christmas ? 


EPHESIANS 
wm eee te 


Text in the King James Version 


Over 50 notes explaining 
difficult passages, so children 
can understand them, by J. 
Irvin Overholizer, Director. 


CHILD EVANGELISM 
FELLOWSHIP 
203 North Wabash Avenue 
Price, 10c; 53 pages Chicago, Illinois 
Write for full list of Child Evangelism Literature. 
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world of his day always spoke of the 
Lord Jesus as. Joseph’s son? (Matt. 13: 
55; Luke 3:23; 4:22; John 1:45; 6:42.) 
The. inspired writers, however; when 
they were not quoting people, referred 
to Jesus of Nazareth as Mary’s Son (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:16, 18,.25; 12:46; John 2:1; 
19:26). Christ spoke of himself as the 
Son of God (Matt. 11:27; John 3:17; 8: 


. 36). A few people recognized and ac- 


cepted him as the Son of God (Matt. 16: 
16;. Mark 15:39; John 1:34; Acts 8:37; 
Heb. 1:2). God’s voice announced that 
the man Christ Jesus was the only be- 
gotten Son (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). Jesus 
was Son of man, a human personality; 
yet he was. Son of God, divine (Deut. 
18: 18). 

“How can these things be?” 

Once God had said, “Let there be 
light: and: there was light” (Gen. 1:3). 
Once he had “made the sea dry land” 
(Exod. 14:21)... See also Joshua 3:7-17. 
Once -he had fulfilled the promise: 
“Smite the rock, and there shall come 
water out of it” (Exod. 17:6). Through 
the ages he had been cleansing repentant 
hearts, and‘ giving new natures for old 
sinful ones (Psa. 51:7, 10). It was this 
same God with the same wonder-work- 
ing power who sent word to Joseph: 
“That which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 1:20). 


THE SURRENDERED CHILD 

“Become as little children,” said the 
Lord Jesus. This may not seem like a pop- 
ular ambition for a young girl. No girl 
wants to be “childish.” To be sophisti- 
cated,. grown-up, independent is her 
Do you 
see where the road to this leads? Too 
frequently it ends in haughtiness, self- 
centeredness, unteachableness, and in- 
conceivable trouble. Our Lord wants us 
to be humble, gentle, teachable, trusting, 
in order that he may keep us safe (Psa. 
23). 

-What is our condition as children of 
God? . First, we are born into his fam- 
Dy (1 John 5:1). As “newborn babes” 
we need the nourishment of his Word 
(1 Pet; 2:2). As children, we are con- 
stantly dependent upon the Father for 
guidance (John 5:19, 20). Under his 
training we must “grow in srace” (2 
Pet. 3:18), and “run with patience the 
race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). 

Children are not without fault, ‘and 
we need not imitate their weaknesses 
(Eph. 4:18, 14). But watch, at this 
Christmastime, the umrestrained glad- 
ness of a contented child; notice the sin- 
cere appreciation for simple gifts and 
pleasures; observe the faith of a little 
fellow in those he loves. : 

How does your Christian experience 
compare? Is your gladness genuine? 
Are you sincerely appreciative -of ‘the 
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CHRIST AND CHILDREN 

Often girls are taken from classes 
while they are. quite young to act, as 
teachers’ helpers in lower departments; 
or: they are. given classes of their own 
to teach: Some of these girls are not 
sure of their own faith, and need much 
tactful assistance and prayer. Every 
Sunday school teacher should know the 
Saviour, else how can she lead others 
to him? This would be a splendid op- 
portunity to study methods of presenting 
Christ to small children, and practice 
the lesson during the week. 

Here is a warning.- A Sunday school 
leader once told a group of teachers that 
children in Beginners Departments are 
_too young to understand about God. 
“They should be trained in ‘co-operative 
play, and. Bible instruction will come 
later, 
be. no different from kindergarten,” 
gasped one of the listeners. “No, it 
shouldn’t be,” replied this sadly mistaken 
leader. 

For counsel turn to God’s Word (Prov. 
22:6; Isa. 11:6; Matt. 19:14; 2 Tim. 3:15). 
While it is essential that teachers wisely 
direct children’s play instinct, yet they 
should not neglect to fill young minds 
with God and his Word.- This is appro- 
priate for any age, any time, anywhere. 
Bedtime Bible stories should be a heri- 
tage of every child. Little Jimmy had 
just heard his Auntie tell the bedtime 
Scripturegraph * lesson of Nicodemus 
and the new birth. “Dear God,” he 
prayed, “I’m sorry I was bad. Please 
make me good, for Jesus’ sake.” 

How shall. we celebrate Christ’s birth? 
1, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them” (Weymouth’s 
translation). 2, Let us who are older 
come as yielded, trusting children to a 
loving heavenly Father: (Rom. 8:16). 

Next week we shall study: Friends 
and Foes of Jesus. Can you discover 
any of his modern friends and _ foes? 
Learn Psalm 107:8. 
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Fall Slack 


By Samvel Scoville, Jr. 


N NOVEMBER, after the summer birds 

have gone and before the winter birds 

have come, there is a slack in the tide 
of the year’s bird life. 

It was on such a day that the Archi- 
tect, the Botanist, and myself started on 
a bird walk. We passed Haverford 
Pond, a little puddle on which the col- 
lege boys skate when it is frozen and 
which many waterfowl visit when it is 
not. . It was there that I once saw a 
little blue heron: in his snowy ‘summer 
plumage. There, too, a great blue heron 
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lived all last summér. In the early 
morning I would steal up to the side 
of the tiny pond and watch him lurking 
in the long grasses at the far end. Soon 
or late he would always spy me and 
with a hoarse cry flap away on his huge 
wings like a roc. 

Years ago some one spilled an aqua- 
rium of goldfish into the pond. The 
gleaming fish increased and multiplied 
until the muddy water was all agleam 
with them. Then a herring gull discov- 
ered them and came all through the 
winter whenever the pond was open for 
goldfishing and brought his friends. One 
day I courted no less than fourteen. on 
that tiny acre pond. In summer a pair 
of kingfishers took up the fishing, after 
the’ gulls had gone, until it was a won- 
der that any goldfish were left at all. 

Today the Architect told me that the 
pond had suddenly become full of a 
variety of large Japanese snails, “Mal- 
leata” being the scientific: name of the 
species. They .were first found, quite 
recently in the.Delaware River, their 
eggs having been brought to this coun- 
try attached to some Japanese iris. Now 
Haverford Pond is full of them, and the 
gulls have taken: to fishing for them as 
well as the goldfish. 

The Botanist explained to us that “mal- 
leata” came from “malleus” the Latin 
word for hammier, and referred to the 
little hammerlike mark on each shell. 

The Architect was much impressed by 
the Botanist’s learning, and wished that 
he had spent more time on his Latin at 
school and less on learning the back 
somersault. Privately I would have pre- 
ferred a back somersault to the Latin 
word for hammer — but I didn’t say. so. 

Another water bird that used the pond 
was° a canvasback duck, ,which the 
Architect had found there’ fhe week be- 
fore. Today, however, he had gone, and 
there were only snails and gulls to be 
seen, 

Several miles beyond the pond we 
came to the Springin Reservoir, and at 
the far end discovered a little grebe 
swimming about. At first we supposed 
him to be the pied-billed grebe, the 
common grebe of our lakes and streams, 
but as we came nearer we saw the pat- 
tern of gray and white which marks the 
winter plumage of the horned grebe, a 
much rarer bird. 

After watching the grebe for awhile 
we followed a hidden path up a hill- 
side where we flushed a few song spar- 
rows and juncos and heard blue jays 
and crows in the distance.. Then, as we 
came to the woods, we heard a chatter- 
ing, scolding note from the treetops 
which we ‘were unable to identify. At 
last, among the leaves I glimpsed the 
chatterer, a mouse-gray tufted titmouse, 
with a sleek, wedge-shaped crest and a 
breast which showed a tinge of red. 

. As we lookéd down from the hill on 
the winding lake below, the tree trunks 
on the opposite bank were reflected up- 
side-down in the still surface and made. 
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a strangely beautiful; shadowed pattern 
against the gleaming molten-silver of 
the sunlit water. ; 

The last lap of our walk brought us 
into a deserted estate of some rine hun- 
dred acres. In front of the entrance 
stood a dead chestnut tree, the most 
gigantic specimen which any of us had 
ever seen in any part of this country. 

Its huge bole was twenty-four feet in 
circumference, three feet from... the 
ground, and the vast; bare, gray trunk 
with its shattered branches and broken 
crowr stood there.in death, a grim re- 
minder of those days not long distant 
when the chestnut trees were every- 
where the glory of our hillsides and 
woodlands. now, alas, gone forever. 

HAvErRForRD, Pa. ; 
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A Bible Reading Crusade . 
among High School Students 


VIVACIOUS, red-haired schoolgirl 
approached a pyramid of boxes. 
They contained Scripture portions - that 
were being given out to some seven 
hundred graduates at the Oak Park, Il, 
high school in June last year. . The girl 
hesitated. a moment, and then decided 
to accept one of the boxes, acknowledg- 
ing that she knew absolutely nothing 
about the Bible. A classmate, standing 
near by, chidingly said, “What do you 
want with that?” 
“I might get more out of that than 
I did from all of these,” she answered, 
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pointing to the schoolbooks on. her arm, 
Today that girl has pledged herself to 
become a missionary, and all because 
some one loved her soul enough to bring 
her into contact with God’s Word. 

The portions of Scripture were being 
distributed by the America’s Youth Bible 
Crusade, which is now three years old. 
It has already reached many cities in 
sevéral States, and more than half a 
million Scripture portions have been dis- 
tributed among high school: students. 
Each student is presented with twelve 
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. meat. . . the lan- 
guage is simple, the teaching clear .and 
ogical.’’—Sunday School Times. ; 
‘It represents the lifetime effort of a not- 
able teacher of the Word. Whatever helps 
one has on the book of Romans, he should 
secure this one. The greatest need of this 
hour is the mastery of this book.’’ 

—Moody Monthly 
576 Pages, Gold stamped cloth, Price, $1.50. 
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than anything I have ever read on Revela- 
tion.'’—Oscar Lowry. 
‘*A valuable gift to the church of God." 
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miniature books of the Bible, compris- 
ing the New Testament and Proverbs. 
They also receive a book of question- 
naires, making up a typical year’s course 
of Bible study, which is free from the 
teaching of any particular denomination. 
Each student completing a course within 
a year receives a fine reference Bible, 
published by the John C. Winston Com- 
pany of Philadelphia, and bound in red 
binding with zippér fastening, and beau- 
tifully illustrated. The distribution of 
Scripture portions is made at the high 
school, although the method varies in 
each city according to the judgment of 
the local school superintendent. The 
most favored method has been through 
home-room teachers. 

The Crusade is managed in each city 
by a group of Christian women, of va- 
rious denominations, after Mrs. Ruth 
M. Granere, the National Secretary of 
the Crusade, has done the preliminary 
promotional work. 

America’s Youth Bible Crusade is one 
of the many fine organizations formed 
with the: special purpose of doing.some- 
thing about the' terrible situation: among 
young people in our country today. 
_ There are now; half a million youth in 
our penal institutions. Juvenile,author- 
ities estimate that there are another half 
million young people in our high schools 
today who will be behind prison bars 
within the next ten years, There are 
400,000. criminally bent. young folk at 
large, thousands of them living at hobo 
camps, roaming the country like hungry 
wolves, jobless, friendless, mentally sick. 
There were 12,000 murders committed in 
America last year, and the average age 
of all convicts is 19. sOur government’s 
crime bill is $15,000,000,000 a year. There 
are more than 10,000 half-crazed, dope- 
illusioned youth in Chicago alone, hope- 
less victims of marihuana cigarettes. In 
Minnesota alone there are 21400 unwed 
mothers, most of them high school and 


college girls; 36,000 American college- 


girls, each year, enter into companionate 
marriages. More than 30,000 churches 
in America have closed their doors per- 
manently. 

The Crusade is attempting to meet this 
great need not only at school, but also 
at home, for while the Scriptures are 
distributed at. the schools, the work of 
the campaign is done at home by the stu- 
dents, and thus the Crusade is reaching 
thousands of unsaved parents and homes 
where the family does not attend church. 
Authorities on juvenile delinquency 
have learned from careful surveys that 
97% of the youth convicted of crime 
have no Bible knowledge, and the 3% 
who have some Sunday school back- 
ground attended only occasionally. Here 
then we have the real source of crime 
among the youth, and the clew to the 
solution of our youth problem. We may 
give them that guard against sin which 
the Psalmist spoke of when he said, 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
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119:11). And we have God’s promise, 
“So shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55: 
11). 

Those who would like to know more 
about America’s Youth Bible Crusade, 
and who may perhaps wish to have a 
share in the support of this work, may 
write to the Secretary, Mrs. Ruth M. 
Granere, 709 Fernhill Avenue, Detroit, 
Mich. : 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting - 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 31. How Have We Used the Year? 
Matt. 25:31-46. 





Sunday, December 24 
“Good Tidings of Great Joy” 
(Luke 2:1-11) 

(A Christmas Program) 





Mon.—Joy of knowing God (John 14:7- 
11). 


Tues.—Joy of salvation. (John 3:16, 17). 

Wed.—Joy of adoption (Rom. 8:14-17). 

Thurs.—Joy of brotherhood (Matt. 23:8- 
10). 

Fri—Joy of a divine Mediator (1 Tim. 
2:3-6 


Sat.—Joy of hope of eternity (Titus 3: 
4-7). 











RATEFUL though we may be for the 
many blessings that may be ours 
this Christmastime,—for peace, for 
safety, for loved ones, for gifts, — these 
are not the real secret.of Christmas joy. 
Just having him,—the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — the joy that.leaps in our hearts 
as we realize the true meaning of his 
name, “Immanuel,” God with us, should 
be the source of a deep abiding joy, 
from which circumstances can neither 
detract and to which they cannot add. 
ye 

The message of the angels delivered 
on the Judean hills nineteen hundred 
years ago, and from which the topic of 
our meeting for this week is chosen, 
was peculiarly “good tidings,” or Good 
News. The world has:seen.many teach- 
ers who have come with. good advice. 
There have been many great sages, who 
have uttered words of great wisdom. 
But it was only the Lord Jesus who 
made possible the Good: News. Wisdom 
may: show us what we ought to do; 
good advice may suggest how to do; 
but only the Good News brings us word 
of something that has been done. When 
the angel brought the good. tidings to 
the shepherds it was good news that God 
had done something. He had-sent to 
this earth a Saviour,—one who was to 
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do for man that which man could never 
do with all the good advice and the wis- 
dom of the ages. 


And because the angel’s message was 
Good News rather than good advice it 
was a message of “great joy.” The Lord 
Jesus is the world’s great joy bringer, 
for he is the only one who has made it 
possible for man to be free from those 
joy killers—fear, sin, and sorrow. 

Have you ever noticed how many 
times joy is spoken of \in connection 
with the Lord Jesus? He himself was 
a “man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief” (Isa. 53:3). Nevertheless all 
through the Word we find joy asso- 
ciated with him. 

Isaiah in prophesying about him says, 
“Break forth into joy, sing together, ye 
waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, he hath re- 
deemed Jerusalem” (Isa, 52:9, 10). 

When the Lord Jesus, toward the close 
of his earthly ministry, was preparing 
to leave his disciples, he said to them, 
“These things have I spoken unto you, 
that.my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full” (John 15: 
11). 

After the Holy Spirit had been given, 
as the Lord Jesus had promised, he in 
turn was given the definite work of 
bringing joy into the hearts of believers. 
We read in Galatians 5:22, “The fruit 
of the Spirit is ... joy.” 


The joy that Christ brings to_ fhan- 
kind is based first of all upon the for- 
giveness of sin. With the penalty of 
sin hanging over him, who could re- 
joice in the spotless life or the example 
set by the Lord Jesus? These would 
bring only despair and hopelessness.. But 
the knowledge that the Lord Jesus has 
paid the price and has redeemed all 
mankind to God, and has made it pos- 
sible for every sinner to have his-sins 
forgiven brings unutterable joy. 

The Lord Jesus brings joy in the fact 
that he not only saves but is able to 
keep us (Jude 24). He has promised 
never to leave us or forsake us -(Heb. 
13:5). How bitter this life would be 
if having been cleansed and pardoned 
we faced only repeated failure and.slips 
into sin. Thank God we have a Sav- 
iour who is able to keep that which we 
have committed unto him (2 Tim. 1:12). 

Our Christmas joy must of necessity 
include also a consciousness of fellow- 
ship with God. Until he came and died 
and ascended to his Father, such inti- 
mate fellowship was impossible. But 
today he lives in our hearts in the per- 
son of the “one called along side to 
help,” or the Holy Spirit. We may 
know him more intimately than we 
know any earthly friend. 

The joy that the Lord Jesus brings 
us must also include the knowledge 
that if we have. accepied him as our 
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Saviour, one day we shall see him and 
be made like him, and shall be with 
him throughout all eternity. And so 
the thought of his first coming should 
turn our hearts to his Second Coming 
and cause us to say with John, “Even 
so,.come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


President of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





answefs 
whole 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
then to your actual experiences and problems, 
them to: per pet Marmage i 
ment, The Sunday School Times 325 
Thirteenth Street, t men- 
the in this department may be ordered from 
Times Book Service. 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. Punevedd 3 cent ior pest 
age on books costing 50 cents or less, and 10 
cents on books above 50 cents.) 


Should the superintendent be elected by the 
official board of the or at the annual 
of the congregation?—H. E. P., 
S FEW churches have all their mem- 
bers in the Sunday school,” it is 
hardly right to have persons out of touch 
and sympathy. determine the leadership 
of an auxiliary to which they do not 
belong. If the church board elects the 
superintendent of the Sunday school, to 
be consistent they should also elect the 
presidents of the women’s society and 
Christian Endeavor or other young peo- 
ple’s societies. Surely the chers and 
officérs of the Sunday school are suffi- 
ciently mature and competent to be 
trusted in making a wise sglection. A 
superintendent has a right to demand 
certain co-operation on the part of his 
officers and teachers. when he is a man 
of their choice. To have him elected 
by the church board or congregation de- 
prives him of the advantage of being 
chosen by those who are directly con- 
cerned and most interested in the Sun- 
day school. However, as the Sunday 
school is at all times under the super- 
vision of the church board, all elections 
should meet with their approval. 





Should department superintendents be 
elected or appointed?—R. A. J 
‘VEN more important than the train- 
ing of the teacher is the preparation 
of the department superintendents for 
their office. While not as yet recognized 
as a professional worker, more and more 
the position of departmental superin- 
tendent is coming to be regarded as 
permanent, especially when she has re- 
ceived specidl training for her task. 
She should be a specialist in the work of 
her department, and should have a bet- 
ter understanding of that specific age 
group, together with its organization and 
administration, than any other person in 
the church. Under these circumstances 
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there would be no occasion for an an- 
nual election, as in the case of the gen- 
eral superintendent. 





Should Sunday school standards be set up 
by the church board or the teachers and offi- 
cers?—C. D. B. 

LL standards pertaining to the pupils 

and the administration can originate 
with the teachers and officers of the 
Sunday school, but we believe that the 
church board should be responsible for 
the establishment of teaching standards. 
Teachers can hardly be depended upon 


to introduce and support measures for. 


their own improvement, but will comply 
with action taken by the official board 
that applies to all. Churches and not 
Sunday schools are primarily respon- 
sible -not only for teacher training. 
classes, but also for requiring every, 
teacher to be in possession of a diploma. 





Can you recommend a godd text in peda- 
gogy?—M. D. 
ES. Professor C. Benton Eavey, 
Wheaton College, has just completed 
a text for the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association, which will be published 
in a few weeks by Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 





The public schools are co-operating with the 
churches in our town for providing Bible in- 
struction to the children, and I am to be one 
of the teachers. What textbooks would you 
recommend?—L. E. L. 

T IS preferable to have the weekday 

instruction correlated with the Sun- 
day school lesson, but as yet there has 
been no material arranged for this pur- 
pose of which we can approve. For 
pupils in the’ grade school, I would rec- 
ommend “Bible Study Manuals,” pre- 
pared by the National Union of Chris- 
tian Schools, 10119 Lafayette Avenue, 
Chicago; for high school pupils, “A 
Guide to the Study of the Old and New 
Testaments,” by Professor J. A. Huff- 
man, Taylor University, Upland, Ind. The 
latter has been approved by the In- 
diana State Board of Education. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 18 to 24 

Mon.—Matthew 1:18-25. The Birth of the King. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Born King of 
the Jews” (Matt. 2:2). The coming of 
the infinite Son of God into this scene 
for the purpose of man’s salvation from 
sin and death and hell was both a hu- 
man and divine’ necessity. God’s love 
and finite man’s\impotency to save him- 
self or be saved, by any other prove 
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MOVIE-RADIO STARS 
Famous People Doomed without Christ 


His Word gives ligh Buying Oxford Bibles from us 
helps this work. ey? nformation, catalogues free. 


FREEPORT BIBLE SOCIETY, 1276 W. Stover Street, Freeport, Ilinois 
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Along the Boardwalk strung with 
faerie lights . . . in the glow of the 
great Haddon Hall tree . . . in 
lobbies, by firesides, and .all 
through the house the spirit of 
Christmas pervades these friendly 
beachfront. hotels. 

Stockings for the youngsters. 
Candy in every room. Carols, Your 
own family turkey richly sur- 
rounded with good things to eat. 
A whole weekful of seaside fun, 
topped by a big New Year's Eve 
Party. . . . What a wonderfully 
different Christmas present! 
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Christian preparatory 
school offering accredited 
four-year training for 
* College entrance. Strong 
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activities. Academy stu- 
dents enjoy the College 
atmosphere. Address the 
Dean, Box T 1239 
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WAR SHATTERED 
GUR FIELD 


Some Russian Seema were killed, some 
wounded, many sick... . . eir homes wreck- 
ed, families se ted, — shelterless. . 
Half-starved, in poorly heated ref- 

es, . w Prey i brethren and sisters in 

st, in the countries stricken and threatened 
by the war, y that the merciful God will send 
them help throagh His is more fortunate people. 

We PREACH the Gospeljof Salvation, having 
been in the field since 1919. We PUBLISH ton 
Russians in 35 countries an Gey werful 
evangelical m “VERNOST-FAITH- 

LNESS."* are qualified for RELIEF 
work for patalanent. Christians in Soviet Russia 
and for Russian in many lands. 

Pray for us, generously send your Christmas 
gifts and write for our Mission Magazine, 

RUSSIAN FIELD.” containing much very seri- 
ous and stirring material. (In the last issue: 
How Christians are now persecuted in* Russia— 
‘Victorious Church in Russia,"’ etc.) 


RUSSIAN FIELD MiSSION 


P. 0. Box 5610-S Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. A. 
Rev. Alexander V. Dobrinin, Executive Secretary 
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this necessity. No number of finites can 
equal the infinite. God in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself through 
the incarnation and his reconciling death 
constitute the most astounding events 
of history as well as the basis of all 
hope of salvation. Pray for missionaries 
of the Pioneer Mission Agency. 
Tues.—Matthew 18:1-6. 
The Child in the Kingdom. 
Prayer Succestions: “A little child,” 
All the world loves — and the Lord Jesus 
most of all—a little child. He used 
little people to illustrate the consummate 
grace of Christianity — humility. Christ 
who was “meek and lowly in heart” 
exemplified this grace. “Thy holy child 
Jesus” (Acts 4:27). CGhildlike humility 
befits all Christians. The Christian life 
in essence is his life lived out in his 


-children. Pray for John Brown Schools, 


Siloam Springs, Ark. 
Wed.—Matthew 19:13-15. 
The King Blesses Children. 
Prayer Suacestions: “He laid his hands 
on them.” He who made us all placed 
his holy and soon-to-be-pierced hands 
upon some children that all parents may 
seek for his blessing upon their offspring. 
His hands of blessing upon little ones 
need now to be sought by prayer. Our 
Lord’s responsiveness to heart appeals is 
just the same today. Pray for Bryan 
University, Dayton, Tenn. 
Thurs.—Exodus 2:1-10. 
A Child Saved for a Kingdom. 
Prayver.Suacestions: “He was a goodly 
child.” Faith gives appreciation of per- 
sonalities. The more God, the’ object of 
faith, is in view, the higher value will 
be placed upon the creatures of his love 
and care. “By faith” the parents of 
Moses saw “he was a proper child” (Heb. 
‘11; 23). The world still has to rely upon 
God’s blessing through godly parents. 


Pray for Columbia Bible College, Colum-: 


bia, S. C. 
Fri.—1 Samuel 1:21-28. 
A Child Dedicated to a Kingdom. 
Prayer Succestions: “Lent to the 
Lord.” Hannah twice stresses the word 
“lent.” Be clear and definite in your 
personal declaration of surrender to the 
Lord. A full surrender insures full di- 
vine blessing. “As long as‘he liveth” is 
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THREE GREAT BOOKS 
BY WILLIAM H. RIDGWAY 


AUTHOR OF “THE BUSY MEN'S CORNER 
**In God We Trust **—and Why Not? . $1.00 
The Christian Gentleman oeeeee 


Mr. Ridgway disclaims literary pretensions and asks that they be considered as the 
“Fireside Talks” of a grandfather, in his slippers and easy chair, speaking to his 
grandchildren and any others who might drop in. And being just this kind of a 
homey chat, you will find golden nuggets of thought in each of them. 


$1.25 
$1.25 
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the Christian rule of dedication (Rom. 
12:1). \Pray:for Christian young people 
at home and in their churches at this 
season. 


Sat.—Matthew. 21:12-17. 
Children Praising the King. 

PrAyeR Succestions: “Out of the 
mouths of babes . ... perfected praise.” 
Infant lips can glorify God. The moans 
of Moses in the ark among the bulrushes 
have touched the hearts of millions. The 
child of Bethlehem still stirs the emo- 
tions of nations. The hosannas of the 
children of Jerusalem still are heard 
around the world. God does wonders 
through little people. Pray for a world- 
wide revival of family worship. 
Sun.—Psalm 99:1-9. The Holy King. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “He is holy.” God 
is free from .defilement. Christ Jesus 
our Lord was holy, harmless, and sep- 
arate from sinners. The apostles spoke 
of him as “thy holy child Jesus.” Christ’s 
holiness; confessed by demons, declared 
by inspired men, and wondered at by 
angels urges adoration, praise, and 
prayer. .Pray for the Christian Youth 
League, 4585 Elston Avenue, Chicago. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions, These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per-year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
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